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ANNUAL  REPORT 


for  No.  2 Area  for  1967 
comprising 

AXMINSTER  RURAL,  SIDMOUTH  URBAN, 
HONITON  RURAL,  HONITON  BOROUGH, 
OTTERY  ST.  MARY  URBAN  AND  SEATON  URBAN 


This  is  the  11th  Annual  Report  I have  presented.  I shall,  as  in  previous  years, 
comment  on  services  provided  in  the  area  by  the  County  Council  as  well  as  on  those 
provided  by  the  District  Councils. 

Infectious  Disease 

1967 


Axminster 

Sidmouth 

Honiton 

Honiton 

Ottery 

Seaton 

Total 

Rural 

Urban 

Rural 

Borough 

St.  Mary 

Urban 

Urban 

Diptheria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Dysentery 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Encephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Food  Poisoning 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Gastro  enteritis 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Malaria 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Measles 

24 

5 

17 

8 

84 

3 

141 

Meningococcal  infection 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

0 

0 

4 

3 

0 

0 

7 

Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Puerpereal  pyrexia 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  fever 

2 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

6 

Tuberculosis 

(non- respiratory) 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

4 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory) 

4 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

6 

Whooping  cough 

2 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

6 

35 

9 

26 

14 

84 

5 

173 

— 

— 



Diptheria 

Once  again  no  cases  have  been  reported.  It  is  essential,  however,  that  immunisation 
against  this  disease  should  continue  and  all  parents  should  ensure  that  their  children  are 
immunised. 
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Food  Poisoning 

No  cases  were  notified  but  by  courtesy  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & 

Food  notifications  were  received  of  thirteen  instances  of  infection  of  animals  with  organisms 
of  the  food  poisoning  group,  two  of  these  being  Salmonella  typhimurium  and  eleven 
Salmonella  dublin.  There  was  no  spread  to  human  beings. 

Food  Hygiene 

Many  visits  to  food  handling  premises  were  made  during  the  year.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  public  is  becoming  more  conscious  of  the  necessity  for  food  hygiene  and  this  aids 
us  very  much  in  our  task.  The  standard  continues  to  rise,  but  vigilance  is  required  at 
all  times. 


Immunisation 

The  system  whereby,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  County  Medical  Department, 
immunisation  figures  for  the  six  districts  covered  by  this  Report  can  be  compiled 
separately  from  those  of  the  County  as  a whole,  has  been  continued.  The  numbers 
inoculated  are  shown  below: 


Diphtheria 
Diphtheria /Tetanus 
Pbliomyelitis 
Smallpox 
T.  A.  B. 

T.  A.  B/Tet. 

Tetanus 

Triple* 


Primary 

Booster 

Total 

2 

- 

2 

16 

137 

153 

X 

531  (5  incomplete) 

333 

864 

404 

132 

536 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

75 

95 

170 

610 

258 

868 

, 640 

955 

2,  595 

* Combined  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus  vaccines. 
^ Most  of  those  incomplete  will  be  completed  in  1968. 


Poliomyelitis  » 

No  cases  of  poliomyelitis  occurred. 


Dysentery 

No  cases  of  dysentery  were  reported. 

Tuberculosis 

Ten  cases  (six  respiratory)  were  confirmed.  Two  of  the  three  male  respiratory 
cases  were  over  65,  and  the  other  agjpeed  62.  The  three  females  were  aged  67,  64  and 
49. 

In  addition  to  new  infections  four  cases  moved  into  the  area  from  elsewhere. 

The  Heaf  testing  of  school  children  as  detailed  in  previous  Reports  continues. 

B.  C.  G.  vaccination  against  Tuberculosis  is  offered  to  children  in  all  schools,  both 
State  and  private,  throughout  the  area,  and  those  found  to  be  Heaf  test  negative  are 
vaccinated.  Figures  for  these  tests  and  subsequent  vaccinations  are  shown  below: 
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Children  Heaf  negative 
Children  Heaf  positive 
Children  given  B.  C.  G 


Children  in  appropriate  age  groups 
Children  whose  parents  gave  consent 
Children  Heaf  tested 


632 

605 

585 

535 

47 

514 


Heaf  testing  was  contra-indicated  in  one  case,  and  there  were  ten  actual  refusals 
to  allow  the  procedure.  Of  the  47  children  who  were  positive  to  the  Heaf  test,  25  were 
positive  because  they  had  had  B.  C.  G.  on  some  previous  occasion,  one  was  positive 
because  of  a recent  actual  infection,  seven  were  positive  having  had  a positive  test  at 
an  earlier  age,  and  14  were  new  positives.  Of  these  14  six  were  Grade  I positives, 
the  significance  of  which  is  rather  doubtful.  If  the  children  who  had  previously  been 
positive  and  those  who  were  newly  positive  were  taken  together,  this  gives  a Heaf 
positive  incidence  of  3.  6%  - a very  low  figure,  and  if  the  six  Grade  I Heafs  are  excluded, 
the  figure  falls  to  2.  6%. 

Brucellosis 

In  the  second  half  of  the  year  a special  scheme  of  milk  sampling  for  our  six 
districts  was  inaugurated.  Through  this  scheme  N.  A.  A.  S.  samples  taken  for  ordinary 
hygienic  assessment  were  passed  on  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  in  Exeter,  where 
they  were  examined  for  Brucella  abortus,  and  in  addition  samples  from  farms  where 
consents  operated  - that  is  where  there  was  permission  to  supply  a few  neighbours 
only  - were  taken  by  the  Health  Inspectors.  129  samples  were  obtained  from  83  farms, 
and  in  only  two  cases  was  Brucella  abortus  discovered.  The  County  sampling  scheme 
over  the  whole  year  discovered  five  positive  milks,  so  that  our  total  for  the  year  was 
seven.  Of  the  herds  involved  one  was  heavily,  one  moderately,  and  the  remainder 
lightly  infected;  Thus  the  better  sampling  coverage  produced  by  our  scheme  has 
revealed  a much  less  widespread  degree  of  infection  than  might  have  been  inferred. 

The  number  of  human  cases  discovered  was  one,  and  this,  too,  is  rather  better  than  was 
expected,  as  from  1958  to  1965  we  had  an  average  of  three  cases  a year. 

The  Brucellosis  Eradication  Scheme  is  achieving  wide  acceptance  in  Devon  but  of 
course  some  years  must  pass  before  the  percentage  of  infected  cattle  is  much  reduced. 

Toxoplasmosis 

One  case,  in  a boy  of  5,  was  reported.  Recovery  is  thought  to  have  been  complete. 


Anthrax 


Under  the -provision  of  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Act,  1950  - 
Anthrax  Order,  1938 

Three  bovine  infections  were  notified:  there  was  no  spread  to  human  beings. 

An  efficient  vaccine  against  anthrax  is  now  available  and  the  use  of  it  will  be 
advised  for  persons  working  in  appropriate  establishments. 

International  Certificates  of  Vaccination 

When  completed  by  the  medical  practitioners  these  certificates  must  be 
authenticated  by  the  local  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Number  authenticated  during  the  year  is  shown  below: 
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Month 

Smallpox 

T.  A.B. 

Cholera 

Polio 

Tetanus 

Total 

January 

40 

7 

47 

February 

39 

- 

- 

- 

- 

39 

March 

40 

- 

2 

- 

- 

42 

April 

24 

1 

5 

1 

- 

31 

May 

32 

3 

3 

- 

- 

38 

June 

49 

- 

4 

- 

1 

54 

July 

75 

- 

11 

- 

- 

86 

August 

57 

- 

3 

- 

- 

60 

September 

47 

19 

2 

- 

- 

68 

October 

33 

2 

6 

- 

- 

41 

November 

39 

- 

5 

- 

- 

44 

December 

16 

- 

11 

- 

- 

27 

491 

25 

59 

1 

1 

577 

The  total  last  year  was  1, 055,  so  that,  from  this  region  at  least,  foreign  travel 
appears  to  be  reduced  by  almost  half. 

Cancer 

Once  again  there  is  no  obvious  upward  trend  in  the  figures  for  cancer  of  the  lungs 
and  bronchus  or  in  the  total  of  cancer  deaths.  Even  heavy  smokers  have  a considerably 
better  chance  of  avoiding  lung  cancer  in  districts  such  as  this  than  they  would  have  in 
the  industrial  areas. 

Lungs  & Bronchus  All  Types  includingLungs  & Bronchus 

1961  1962  1963  1964  1965  1966  1967  1961  1962  1963  1964  1965  1966  1967 

Axminster  Rural  - Population  14,850 


4 9 13 

7 9 12  8 

41 

44 

42 

26 

41 

39 

41 

Sidmouth  Urban 

- Population  11,750 

9 8 12 

9 6 7 19 

33 

47 

52 

40 

34 

45 

67 

Honiton  Rural  - 

Population  7,  260 

2 3 0 

2 2 6 0 

16 

16 

10 

23 

14 

20 

10 

Honiton  Borough 

- Population  5,  260 

2 1 1 

1 0 12 

8 

5 

11 

15 

10 

10 

9 

Ottery  St.  Mary 

- Population  5,  100 

1 1 3 

1 12  1 

10 

14 

12 

15 

10 

14 

6 

Seaton  Urban  - Population  3,  740 

3 4 .3 

0 4 3 1 

14 

16 

10 

16 

16 

20 

14 

21  26  32 

20  22  31  31 

122 

142 

137 

135 

125 

148 

147 





Welfare  of  Old  People 

No  action  was  required  under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47,  but 
many  visits  were  paid  to  elderly  persons  suspected  to  be  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

The  Seebohm  Report  on  Welfare  Services  is  awaited  with  interest,  but  without 
anticipation  that  it  will  provide  immediate  solutions  to  the  many  problems  involved 
in  the  care  of  the  elderly. 
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During  1965  and  1966  a small  survey  in  one  ward  of  Sidmouth  was  undertaken  and 
the  results  published  in  1967.  The  survey  covered  the  general  living  conditions  of 
the  older  residents,  their  ability  to  cope  with  domestic  chores,  their  contact  with 
neighbours  and  friends,  the  services  they  at  present  use  and  what  others  they 
would  like.  A full  report  on  the  findings  has  been  published.  Briefly,  283  of  the 
626  houses  in  the  West  Ward  were  visited,  and  81  of  these  were  occupied  by  persons 
over  65.  One  quarter  of  the  110  occupants  were  found  to  be  living  alone,  but  these 
did  not  appear  to  be  in  any  special  difficulty.  Difficulty  with  household  tasks  was 
complained  of  by  only  12%  of  households;  another  5%  said  they  just  managed.  The 
amount  of  cooking  done  reflects  a similar  pattern;  while  30%  said  they  did  just 
enough,  or  a little,  18%  did  a lot;  and  of  those  living  alone  these  percentages  were 
39  and  22  respectively.  Twenty-two  households  stated  that  they  had  difficulty  in 
coping  for  medical  reasons,  but  in  the  section  on  medical  complaints  82  complaints 
are  listed  and  23%  of  the  total  occupants  had  been  in  hospital  in  the  last  five  years. 
The  persons  included  in  the  survey  did  not  seem  to  want  many  services  and  used 
even  fewer,  but  about  one  quarter  of  the  hoieeholds  had  no  friends  or  relations  in 
the  town,  and,  indeed,  34  of  the  81  households  had  no  church  or  club  membership. 
This  may  be  connected  with  the  fact  that  33%  (27  households)  had  been  in  their 
present  house  for  five  years  or  less.  The  views  of  the  elderly  persons  themselves 
on  the  type  of  housing  to  be  provided  for  the  elderly  agreed  with  the  views  already 
widely  expressed.  It  was  noteworthy  that  even  in  Sidmouth  where  gardening  is  so 
much  enjoyed,  only  57%  of  the  households  were  able  to  cope  with  their  garden. 

Twelve  households  were  found  to  have  some  financial  difficulty;  seven  had  difficulty 
in  replacing  household  goods;  and  fifteen  in  meeting  rent  and  rates.  Hire  purchase 
commitment  was  almost  non-existent.  Few  unsafe  conditions  were  found,  but  20 
persons  had  difficulty  with  stairs. 

The  Meals- on- Wheels  Service  in  Axminster,  Honiton,  Ottery  St.  Mary,  Seaton, 
and  Sidmouth  continues  to  be  much  needed  and  much  appreciated.  In  the  Axminster 
area  1,  459  meals  were  served;  in  the  Sidmouth  area  3,  444;  in  the  Honiton  area 
2,  241;  in  the  Ottery  St.  Mary  area  2,  656;  and  in  the  Seaton  area  1, 928. 

The  full-time  Chiropodists  held  clinics  at  Axminster,  Beer,  Branscombe, 
Colyton,  Honiton,  Ottery  St.  Mary,  Seaton,  and  Sidmouth  throughout  the  year. 

Hospitals 

There  are  four  hospitals  in  the  area  - 

(1)  Axminster.  Accommodation  is  as  follows:  30  beds  for  general  medical  and 
minor  surgical  cases  including  one  private  and  one  amenity  bed. 

(2)  Honiton.  Accommodation  is  as  follows:  127  beds  in  all.  93  chronic  sick, 

8 welfare,  10  maternity  and  16  acute  medical  and  minor  surgical. 

(3)  Ottery  St.  Mary.  Accommodation  is  as  follows:  23  beds  in  all.  19  general 
medical  and  minor  surgical  and  4 chronic  sick. 

(4)  Sidmouth.  Accommodation  is  as  follows:  34  beds  in  all.  4 maternity,  2 
private,  and  28  general. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  from  the  area  go  to  Whipton  Isolation  Hospital.  The 
Resident  Physician  and  his  staff  have  been  most  helpful  at  all  times. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Co-operation  between  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Exeter  and  the 
Public  Health  Department  has  been  close. 

Child  Welfare  Clinics 

Child  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  at  Axminster,  Colyton,  Honiton,  Ottery  St.  Mary, 
Seaton,  Sidford  and  Sidmouth.  The  number  of  sessions  held  and  the  attendances  were 
as  follows:  - 
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Axminster 

Number  of  sessions  held  - 24 

Total  number  of  attendances  (babies)  - 280 

Total  number  of  attendances  (toddlers)  - 132 

Colyton 

Number  of  sessions  held  - 24 

Total  number  of  attendances  (babies)  - 24 

Total  number  of  attendances  (toddlers)  - 24 

Honiton 

Number  of  sessions  held  - 52 

Total  number  of  attendances  (babies)  - 451 

Total  number  of  attendances  (toddlers)  - 115 

Ottery  St.  Mary 

Number  of  sessions  held  - 27 

Total  number  of  attendances  (babies)  - 980 

Total  number  of  attendances  (toddlers)  - 222 

Seaton 

Number  of  sessions  held  - 24 

Total  number  of  attendances  (babies)  - 28 

Total  number  of  attendances  (toddlers)  - 64 

Sidford 

Number  of  sessions  held  - 24 

Total  number  of  attendances  (babies)  - 204 

Total  number  of  attendances  (toddlers)  - 151 

Sidmouth 

Number  of  sessions  held  - 50 

Total  number  of  attendances  (babies)  - 1355 

Total  numberof  attendances  (toddlers)  - 492 


Water  Supplies 

Improvements  to  the  water  supply  steadily  continue,  though  with  so  many  small 
sources  difficulties  are  bound  to  arise  from  time  to  time.  No  water-borne  disease 
has  occurred.  Samples  from  the  East  Devon  Water  Board' s supplies  are  examined 
chemically  by  the  Board's  chemist  and  bacteriologist,  and  while  bacteriological 
examinations  are  done  by  him  according  to  a sampling  scheme  in  conformity  with 
the  World  Health  Organisation  recommendations,  samples  are  also  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  for  independent  assessment.  Water  Board 
personnel  are  medically  examined  on  appointment,  and  in  the  case  of  all  outdoor 
staff  a Widal  Test  is  included.  This  is  repeated  at  intervals,  but  as  a routine 
precaution  all  medical  certificates  for  such  personnel  are  scrutinised  by  the  M.  O.  H.  , 
who  is  also  M.  O.  to  the  Board,  and  where  there  is  any  indication  of  gastro 
intestinal  upset  or  other  suspicious  symptom  further  inquiries  are  made. 

Some  of  the  main  improvements  during  the  year  are  as  follows: 

Approximately  1, 000  yards  of  9”  diameter  main  was  laid  through  Sidmouth 
High  Street  to  the  new  6"  diameter  main  on  the  Esplanade,  thus  improving 
supplies  in  that  area. 

Work  was  begun  on  a new  500,  000  gallons  capacity  reservoir  near  to  the 
existing  Woolbrook  Reservoir. 

In  Ottery  St.  Mary  a new  borehole  has  been  drilled  and  successfully  tested, 
and  a new  service  reservoir  of  500,  000  gallons  capacity  is  under 
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construction  near  the  existing  reservoir  at  Chineway, 

In  Axminster  work  in  laying  a new  9"  diameter  trunk  main  from  Shands  Factory 
to  Lyme  Road  Reservoir  was  substantially  completed. 

In  Seaton  a new  6"  diameter  main  was  laid  in  the  lower  part  of  Fore  Street, 
and  a 4"  diameter  main  in  Cross  Street. 

In  all  parts  of  East  Devon  the  programme  of  cleaning  the  mains  with  foam  swabs 
has  been  proceeding. 

Outworkers 

Under  the  provisions  relating  to  the  Outworkers  in  the  Factories  Act,  19  37,  it 
is  necessary  for  Councils  in  whose  area  there  are  factories  or  other  establishments 
employing  Outworkers  to  inform  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  district  where 
the  Outworkers  live  of  the  fact  of  their  employment. 

The  number  of  Outworkers  seems  to  be  declining.  No  problem  has  arisen  in 
connection  with  such  employment  during  the  year. 

Mass  Radiography 

The  service  continued  to  run  routine  fortnightly  sessions  in  Honiton  and  Sidmouth 
and  in  addition  surveys  were  done  in  various  parts  of  No.  2 Area.  Numbers  examined 
and  conditions  found  are  shown  below.  The  relatively  larger  number  of  cases  found 
at  the  regular  sessions  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  general  practitioners  usually  refer 
cases  to  them,  and  contacts  with  cases,  and  Heaf  positive  children  also  tend  to  be 
examined  there. 


Surveys  Regular 

Sessions 


Total  number  examined  1,  832 

Males  1,207 

Females  625 

Conditions  found 

Cases  of  Active  Tuberculosis  ...  1 

Requiring  observation  ...  1 

Healed  Tuberculosis  ...  12 

Heart  lesions  ...  9 

Bronchitis  ...  5 

Bronchiectasis  ...  2 

Bronchial  Carcinoma  ...  1 

Other  malignant  neoplasms  (including  metastases)  0 

Other  conditions  ...  3 

Conditions  of  no  clinical  significance  ...  16 


928 

438 

490 


0 

2 

15 

16 
11 

1 

1 

1 

7 

22 


General 

In  the  succeeding  pages  there  is  given  for  each  district  statistical  information 
and  the  report  of  the  Health  Inspector,  These  reports  give  a great  deal  of  detail  on 
the  work  done  to  prevent  disease  and  improve  living  conditions.  This  basic  health 
work  is  the  foundation  on  which  all  other  health  work  is  built,  for  without  a healthy 
environment  the  personal  health  services  could  achieve  little. 


R.  C.  MacLEOD, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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AXMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Area  52,  135  acres 

Population  14,  850 

Number  of  Parishes 14 


Rateable  Value £544,  874 

Penny  Rate  produces £ 2,181 

General  Rate  levied 10s, 

Deaths 

1966  103  males,  79  females  182 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  14.9 

Comparability  factor  ’ ' ' 0.  77 

Standardised  death  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  ...  11.5 

1967  96  males,  92  females  188 

Death  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  12.  7 

Comparability  factor  0.  78 

Standardised  death  rate  per  1, 000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  9.9 

Live  Births 

1966  107  males,  81  females  188 

14  illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included  in 

the  above  total  of  188 

Live  birth  rate  per  1, 000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  12.  6 

Comparability  factor  1.  31 

Standardised  birth  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  16.  5 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  7.  4 

1967  76  males,  88  females  164 

6 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included  in  the 

above  total  of  164 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  11.0 

Comparability  factor  1.  31 

Standardised  birth  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  14.  4 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  3.  7 

Still  Births 

1966  2 still  births  were  registered  (D  illegitimate)  2 

Total  live  and  still  births  190 

Rate  per  1,  000  total  (live  and  still)  births  10,  5 

1967  8 still  births  were  registered  (1  illegitimate)  8 

Total  live  and  still  births  172 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  47.00 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 


1966  5 deaths  were  registered  (1  illegitimate) 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  illegitimate  live  births 

1967  2 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate) 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births  

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  legitimate  live  births 
Infant  mortality  rate  per  1, 000  illegitimate  live  births 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

1966  3 deaths  were  registered  (1  illegitimate) 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births 

Maternal  deaths  

1967  2 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate) 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births  

Maternal  deaths  

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  of  age 

1966  3 deaths  were  registered  (1  illegitimate)  

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births  ... 
Peri-natal  mortality  rate  

1967  1 death  was  registered  (0  illegitimate)  

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births  ... 
Peri-natal  mortality  rate  


Deaths 

The  chief  causes  were; 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


1966 

1 

2 

12 

4 

2 

19 

1 

24 

41 

6 

19 

4 

5 
3 

10 

0 

1 

3 

2 

2 

12 

2 

6 
1 
0 

182 


5 

26.  6 
21.  3 
71.  4 
2 

12.  00 
13.  00 
nil 


3 

15.  9 

nil 

2 

12.  00 
nil 


3 

15.  9 
26.  3 
1 

6.  00 
52 


1967 

0 

7 

8 

5 
2 

19 

3 

17 

47 

6 

14 

12 

0 

8 

5 

3 

1 

0 

2 

1 

13 

3 

2 

7 

3 

188 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
Water  Supplies 

1.  East  Devon  Water  Board.  Sampling  covered  the  14  parish  areas  in  this 
district  and  analysis  has  indicated  that  the  supplies  have  remained  most  satisfactory. 

2.  Private  Water  Undertakings.  There  are  only  two  in  the  district  and  these  are 
not  subject  to  treatment  or  chlorination. 

(a)  Axmouth  (Stedcombe  Estate)  Supply.  Samples  have  continued  to  give  good  results. 

(b)  Combpyne  Supply.  A great  deal  of  the  time  of  the  department  has  been  spent  on 
this  supply  over  the  years  but  samples  have  continued  to  give  very  varied  results. 
Instructions  to  boil  the  water  before  drinking  had  to  be  given  during  the  year.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  further  action  will  need  to  be  taken. 

Sewerage 

The  Dalwood  and  Membury  schemes  have  not  progressed  to  that  point  when  the 
actual  contract  work  would  begin.  One  can  only  hope  that  these  new  schemes  will  be 
started  and  completed  in  1968. 

Public  Conveniences 

The  public  conveniences  at  Axminster  have  been  completed  and  are  a useful  amenity. 
General  Inspections  and  Visits 


General  Sanitation 

Water  Supply 
Drainage 

Stables.  Piggeries  and  Cow  Stalls 
Offensive  Trades 

Caravans.  Tents.  Vans  and  Sheds  (Sitei 
Litter 

Factories  and  Workshops 
Animal  Boarding  Establishments  . . . 
Public  Conveniences 
Refuse  Collection 
Refuse  Disposal 
Rats  & Mice  (Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pe 

Act  . . . 

Atmospheric  pollution 
Shops  and  Offices  Act  - Inspections 
Shops  and  Offices  Act  - Visits 
Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits 
Petroleum  - Inspections  and  Visits 
Explosives  - Visits 
Scrap  Metal  Dealers 

Housing 

Under  Housing  Acts  - 

Number  of  houses  inspected 
Visits  paid  to  above  houses 
Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  . . . 
Filthy  or  verminous  premises.  . . 

Infectious  Diseases 

Miscellaneous  Infectious  Disease  visits 


sts) 


18 

31 

8 

200 

42 

8 

34 

4 

45 

134 

25 

1 

20 

16 

24 

21 

8 

1 


11 

114 

1 

2 
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Meat  and  Food  Inspections 

Inspection  of  Meat  - 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouse  2 

Total  Meat  Inspection  visits  110 

Knackers  Yard  112 

Visits  in  connection  with  - 

Water  sampling  86 

Milk  sampling  29 

Condemnation  of  food  4 

(a)  Milk  Supplies  - Brucella  abortus 

(i)  Number  of  samples  of  raw  milk  examined  25 

(ii)  Number  of  milk  ring  tests  positive  3 


(iii)  Action  taken  in  respect  of  positive  Brucella  abortus  not 

samples  isolated  from  cultures 

(b)  Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  1963 

There  are  no  liquid  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  this  district. 

(c)  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 

1.  Number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  16: 

Number  Number  of 

in  Area  Inspections 


(a)  Manufacture  of  Sausages 

10 

- 

(b)  Sale  of  Ice  C 

ream  only 

(pre-packed) 

85 

21 

(c)  Fish  Fr3d.ng 

3 

3 

2. 

Number  of  Food 

Premises: 
Fitted  to 

Fitted  to 

comply 

comply 

No.  in 

with 

Reg.  19 

with 

Number  of 

Type 

area 

Reg.  16 

applies 

Reg.  19 

inspections 

(a)  Bakeries 

8 

8 

8 

8 

2 

(b)  Beach  Stalls 

3 

3 

3 

3 

4 

(c)  Butchers 

11 

11 

11 

11 

5 

(d)  Canteens  (Works  & School)  22 

22 

22 

22 

1 

(e)  Clubs,  Licensed 

premises,  hotels 

52 

42 

52 

52 

2 

(f)  Confectioners 

(g)  Milk  Distributors, 

13 

13 

- 

- 

- 

Dairies 

4 

4 

4 

4 

- 

(h)  Fishmongers,  Poulterers  4 

4 

4 

4 

9 

(i)  Greengrocers,  Fruiterers  8 

6 

8 

6 

- 

(j)  Grocers 

50 

45 

31 

31 

3 

(k)  Market  Stalls 

5 

- 

- 

- 

25 

(1)  Pannier  Market 

1 

- 

- 

- 

15 

(m)  Restaurants,  cafes  18 

18 

18 

18 

5 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1966  (Markets,  Stalls,  Delivery  Vans) 

From  1st  January  1967,  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1966  (Markets,  Stalls  and 
Delivery  Vans)  have  been  in  force  and  all  traders  using  vans,  etc.  , in  the  district  were 
approached  about  the  use  of  the  vehicles  and  type  of  food  carried  etc.  A number  of 
vehicles  were  exempted  automatically  by  the  regulations  from  the  provision  of  a sink 
in  their  vans  because  this  facility  is  provided  at  their  base. 

These  regulations  although  small  in  content  required  some  thought  when  they  came 
into  operation  and  it  has  been  interesting  to  note  that  one  trader  with  three  mobile 
vehicles  has  changed  the  type  of  food  carried  so  that  in  effect  he  need  not  carry  certain 
facilities.  In  connection  with  these  regulations  42  visits  were  made. 


3.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  form  any  food  guild  within  the  area. 

4.  Disposal  of  condemned  foods: 

(a)  Tinned  Food  - by  incineration 

(b)  Meat  - by  incineration 

During  the  year  the  following  was  condemned; 

Tinned  meat  61  lbs.  4 oz.  Frozen  Vegetables  140  lbs.  Other  Foods  2 lbs. 

Fresh  Meat  285  lbs.  Frozen  Fruit  50  lbs. 

5.  No  action  has  been  necessary  with  regard  to  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat 
Treatment)  Regijlations,  as  no  ice  cream  is  manufactured  in  this  district. 

Food  Poisoning 

There  were  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  during  the  year. 


Poultry  Inspection 

Number  of  Poultry  processing  premises  within  the  district 1 

Number  of  visits  to  these  premises  22 

Total  number  of  birds  processed  during  the  year  882,  353 

Types  of  birds  processed  - Hens,  capons,  broiler  chicks,  turkeys,  geese 
Percentage  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  0.  38% 


Weight  of  poultry  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  , . . 11, 446  lbs. 

General  supervision  continued  over  the  processing  and  packing  in  the  limited  time 
available  and  general  oversight  is  carried  out  by  a spotter  in  the  poultry  trade. 

Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  196  3 

Slaughtering  continued  at  Axminster.  Eleven  slaughtermen  are  licensed  in  the 
district  under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958. 

100%  inspection  is  carried  out  and  all  meat  stamped  as  laid  down  in  the  Regulations. 

Carcases  and  offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part: 

Cattle  Sheep  and  Lambs  Pigs 

165  785  23 

2 

1 2 


0.  60%  0.  50% 

Tuberculosis  only; 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  number  inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

Cysticercosis 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order,  1957 
There  is  one  licence  in  force  in  this  district. 


Number  inspected 

All  Disease  except  Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticercosis: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  number  inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticercosis 
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Animal  By-Products 


Close  supervision  has  been  maintained  with  frequent  visits,  and  these  have 
resulted  in  considerable  improvement.  Increased  amenities  have  been  provided  for 
the  workmen,  and  improvements  in  the  treatment  and  control  of  the  various  processes 
will,  it  is  hoped,  keep  any  offence  to  a minimum  and  tolerable  level. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Numerous  reports  and  appreciations  arising  from  the  Government  Working 
Party's  Report  have  been  produced.  These  deal  with  the  situation  as  applicable  to 
this  particular  area.  A vehicle  replacement  programme  has  been  produced  as  it 
is  considered  essential  that  our  equipment  should  be  replaced  with  reasonable 
regularity.  A scheme  for  a weekly  collection  throughout  the  whole  district  has  also 
been  formulated  but  will  be  dependent  on  the  economic  situation. 

Refuse  disposal  was  finally  completed  at  Kilmington  and  a new  tip  established 
at  Smiters  Pit.  A survey  of  the  district  for  future  sites  was  made  and  one  in  a 
central  position  which  should,  on  present  day  volume  of  refuse  disposal,  last  for 
7-10  years  was  finally  selected. 

Litter  Act,  1958 

Litter  receptacles  at  lay-bys  on  county  and  main  roads  have  continued  to  be 
emptied  twice  weekly  during  the  months  of  June  to  September.  It  is  regrettable 
that  they  continue  to  be  misused  for  the  dumping  of  domestic  and  commercial  refuse. 

Civic  Amenities  Act,  1967 

As  far  as  my  department  is  concerned,  this  new  Act  deals  mainly  with  the 
disposal  of  abandoned  vehicles  and  other  refuse.  This  will  undoubtedly  place 
further  strain  on  the  existing  refuse  disposal  arrangements. 

Under  the  Act  it  becomes  incumbent  for  the  local  authority  to  provide 
facilities  for  persons  to  dispose  of  larger  items  of  refuse. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949  - Rodent  Control 

Test  baiting  and  maintenance  treatments  were  carried  out  in  May  and  November 
to  the  Council's  sewerage  systems  at  Axminster,  Axmouth,  Beer,  Colyton,  Colyford 
and  Stockland.  Test  baiting  was  also  carried  out  to  the  sewerage  systems  at 
Kilmington,  Millwey  Rise,  Musbury,  Uplyme,  and  Whitford  and  up  to  the  present 
show  no  infestation. 

Private  rechargeable  treatments  have  been  resumed  and  increased,  and 
services  have  also  been  carried  out  to  the  Council's  sewage  treatment  plants. 

Unfortunately  a case  of  Weil's  disease  occurred.  This  disease  is  an 
occupational  hazard  which  has  to  be  faced  by  agricultural  and  other  workers  when 
there  is  a major  rat  infestation  and  contaminated  articles,  such  as  sacks,  have  to 
be  handled.  In  such  circumstances  infestation  should  be  kept  down  to  the  very 
minimum  with  early  and  regular  treatments.  Resultant  damage  and  loss  of 
produce  by  rodents  is  also  well  worth  considering.  A quick  decision  to  carry  out 
early  treatments  is  the  only  sensible  and  logical  one. 


The  following  premises  were  inspected; 


Local  Authority  

Dwelling  Houses  (including  Council  Houses) 
All  other  (including  business  premises)  . . , 
Agricultural  


24 

569 

155 

256 
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It  is  noted  that  increased  infestations  in  sewers  have  usually  been  found  in  those 
adjoining  new  estates  which  have  recently  been  connected  to  the  sewer.  It  is 
therefore  presumed  that  infestation  is  caused  through  slow  estate  development  which 
often  leaves  the  drain  outlets  exposed  for  a long  period  of  time.  Carelessness  or 
lack  of  thought  in  not  temporarily  sealing  drain  outlets  allows  rodents  to  gain  access 
to  the  sewerage  system  and  so  creates  infestations  which  need  not  have  arisen. 


Factories  Act,  1961 


Number  of 


Number  on 

Number  of 

written 

Premises 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3, 

4 and  6 are  enforced  by  the  Local 

Register 

Inspections 

Notices 

Authority 

Factories  not  included  in  above  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 

5 

2 

Local  Authority 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 

69 

29 

- 

is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

3 

3 

2 

Totals 

Sections  133  and  134  - Outworkers 

77 

34 

2 

Section  133  No.  of 

No.  of  cases  of 

No.  of 

Section  134 

outworkers  default 

prosecu- 

No.  of 

in  August  in 

tions  for 

instances 

list  re-  sending 

failure 

of  work 

quired  by  lists 

to 

in  un- 

Nature  of  Section  133  to  the 

supply 

wholesome 

Notices  Prosecu 

work  (1)  (c)  Council 

lists 

premises 

served  tions 

Wearing 

apparel  7 

- 

- 

- 

Brush 

making  3 - - 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

TABLE  A - Registration  and  General  Inspections 

Totals 

2 

122 

19 

Offices 

1 

29 

7 

Retail  Shops 

1 

73 

9 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses 

- 

1 

1 

Catering  Establishments  open  to 
the  public.  Canteens 
Fuel  storage  depots 

(1) 

Class  of  Premises 


(2) 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the 
year 


18 

1 

(3) 

Total  No. 
of  registered 
premises 
at  end 
of  year 


1 

1 

(4) 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving 
a general 
inspection 
during  the 
year 
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TABLE  B - Number  of  Visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered 
Premises  - 36 

TABLE  C - Analysis  of  Persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises  or 
workplace 

Class  of  workplace  No.  of  persons  employed 


(1)  (2) 

Offices  165 

Retail  Shops  298 


Wholesale  departments.  Warehouses  ...  20 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the  public  105 

Canteens  

Fuel  Storage  Depots  13 


Total  601 

Total  Males  248 

Total  Females  353 


Housing  Act,  1957 

1.  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  informally  demolished  1 

2.  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  3 

3.  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  closed  5 

4.  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  informally  closed  nil 

5.  Total  number  of  houses  rendered  fit  by  formal  notice  5 

6.  Total  number  of  houses  rendered  fit  by  informal  notice  2 

Rural  Housing  Survey 

Arising  from  409  Official  Searches,  2 3 properties  were  revealed  in  the  lower 
categories.  Owners  availed  themselves  of  the  information  regarding  the  defects 
and  were  encouraged,  sometimes  by  Improvement  Grant,  to  raise  the  condition  of 
the  property  to  a higher  category. 

Improvement  Grants 

Six  Discretionary  Grants  were  approved,  involving  grants  amounting  to  £2,  2 36. 
Fourteen  Standard  Grants  were  also  approved  involving  maximum  grant  value  of 
£2, 351. 

The  total  number  of  grant  applications  dealt  with  up  to  31st  December,  1967,  by 
the  Surveyor's  Department,  is  now  507  involving  a total  value  of  work  of 
£99,  443. 


Housing 

Council  Houses  (From  Mr.  N.  J.  White,  Housing  Manager) 

"The  total  number  of  dwellings  is  now  1,  217,  with  a further  18  under 
construction.  This  development  has  enabled  the  Council  not  only  to  cater  for 
general  needs  but  also  to  begin  the  replacement  of  the  remaining  aluminium 
prefabricated  bungalows. 

By  the  end  of  theyear  seven  Grouped  Dwelling  Schemes  for  Aged  Persons 
had  been  established,  each  with  a Resident  Warden.  The  most  recent  of  these 
projects  included  the  block  of  flats  at  Poplar  Mount,  Axminster,  which  have  been 
let  at  economic  rents  thus  proving  the  growing  demand  by  elderly  persons  in  the 
middle  income  group  for  sheltered  accommodation. 
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Attention  has  also  been  given  to  the  disparity  in  standards  between  the  new 
Parker  Morris  house  and  the  pre-war  dwelling.  With  the  co-operation  of  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  two  trial  improvement  schemes  were 
carried  out  to  form  a basis  for  the  future  modernisation  of  various  estates  which 
would  eventually  bring  all  houses  up  to  a reasonably  contemporary  character.  " 

Public  Health  Act,  19  36 

There  is  one  licence  in  force  in  respect  of  land  being  used  as  a site  for  tents 
in  this  district.  Inspections  have  shown  conditions  to  be  satisfactory. 

Caravans  and  Camping 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 

In  1967  there  were  in  use  at  peak  of  season; 

40  Residential  Caravans 
388  Static  Holiday  Caravans 
30  Touring  Caravans 
57  Organised  Tents 
230  Casual  Tents 
21  Motorised  - e,  g.  Dormobile 
1 Holiday  Chalet 

It  is  noted  that  there  are  increasing  numbers  of  caravans  being  sited  obtrusively 
under  the  exemption  conditions  of  the  Act  but  which  are  failing  to  comply  with  those 
conditions,  and  consequently  it  is  found  necessary  to  compile  a register  of  all 
caravans  sited  in  the  district  for  the  purpose  of  determining  whether  they  are  sited 
within  the  conditions  laid  down  under  the  Act.  For  example,  it  cannot  be  claimed 
that  a caravan  is  used  incidental  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  property  if  it  is  let  for 
gain;  and  surely  it  can  also  be  soundly  argued  if  rooms  in  a house  are  let  for  gain, 
then  the  caravan  cannot  be  considered  incidental  as  interpreted  by  the  exemption 
clauses. 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964 

One  dealer  operating  from  a store  and  two  itinerant  collectors  are  registered. 
Explosives 

During  the  year  the  administrative  work  in  connection  with  the  Explosives  Acts, 
1875  and  1923,  was  carried  out. 

The  number  licensed  was: 

(a)  for  the  keeping  of  Mixed  Explosives  15 

(b)  for  the  keeping  of  Cartridges  3 

(c)  for  the  keepb''"  of  Gunpowder  2 

Petroleum 

Petroleum  (Mixtures)  Order,  1929 
Petroleum  (Regulation)  Acts,  1928  and  1936 

The  inspection  and  annual  licensing  of  all  statutory  installations  covering  67 
storage  sites  for  petrol  and  4 for  petroleum  mixtures  was  dealt  with. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963 

Four  establishments  have  been  relicensed,  providing  adequate  and  satisfactory 
accommodation  for  the  boarding  of  49  dogs  and  15  cats.  Re-visits  have  shown  that 
they  have  been  maintained  and  well  run. 
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General  Remarks 

An  avalanche  of  Acts  and  Circulars  continues  to  be  poured  out  relating  to 
matters  of  hygiene  and  environmental  health.  This  reflects  the  growing  anxiety 
concerning  those  public  health  problems  arising  as  a result  of  our  increased 
population  and  in  rural  areas  such  things  as  more  intensive  agriculture  and 
ancillary  industries.  Possibly  lectures  on  health  in  schools  might  include 
reference  to  these  environmental  problems:  after  all,  road  safety  and  other 
matters  are  dealt  with  at  this  stage. 

Staff 

I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Cleevely  and  Miss  Urquhart  for 
their  excellent  assistance  as  part  of  the  small  Public  Health  "team"  that  has  to 
cover  the  relatively  large  area  that  is  our  district. 


L.  H.  WHITE,  M.  R.  S.  H.  , 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SIDMOUTH  URBAN  DISTRICT 


1966 

1967 

1966 

1967 


1966 

1967 

1966 

1967 


Area  

Population 

Rateable  Value 

Penny  Rate  produces 
General  Rate  levied. 


11, 475  acres 
11, 750 
£617, 654 
£ 2,441 

12/3d. 


Deaths 


117  males,  134  females  

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 

Comparability  factor  

Standardised  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  

117  males,  137  females  

Death  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 

Comparability  factor  

Standardised  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 
population  


Live  Births 


64  males,  41  females  

9 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included  in 

the  above  total  of  

Live  birthrate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 

Comparability  factor  

Standardised  birth  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 

57  males,  56  females  

9 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included  in 

the  above  total  of  

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 

Comparability  factor  

Standardised  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 


Still  Births 

1 still  birth  was  registered  (0  illegitimate)  

Total  live  and  still  births  

Rate  per  1, 000  total  (live  and  still)  births  

0 still  births  were  registered  

Total  live  and  still  births  

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

3 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1, 000  live  births  

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1, 000  legitimate  live  births 
Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

1 death  was  registered  (0  illegitimate)  

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 


251 
21.  9 
0.  44 

9.  6 
254 
21.  6 
0.  43 

9.  3 


105 

105 
9.  2 
1.  77 

16.  2 
8.  6 

113 

113 
9.  6 
1.  9 

18.  2 
8.  00 


1 

106 
9.  4 
0 

113 

nil 


3 

28.  6 
31.  2 
nil 
1 

9.  00 
10.  00 
nil 


18 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

1966  3 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  

Neo- natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births  

Maternal  deaths  

1967  1 death  was  registered  (0  illegitimate)  

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  

Maternal  deaths  


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  of  age 

1966  3 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births 
Peri-natal  mortality  rate  

1967  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1, 000  live  births 
Peri-natal  mortality  rate  


Deaths 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were; 

1966 


Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  7 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  29 

Leukaemia,  alevikaemia  1 

Diabetes  2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  40 

Coronary  disease,  angina  51 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  2 

Other  heart  disease  29 

Other  circulatory  disease  21 

Influenza  3 

Pneumonia  6 

Bronchitis  6 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  4 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  0 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  4 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  4 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  4 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  1 

Congenital  malformations  2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  16 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  0 

All  other  accidents  5 

Suicide  4 


3 

28.  6 
1 
1 

9.  00 
nil 


3 

28.  6 
37.  7 
0 
nil 
nil 


1967 

0 

9 

19 

6 

1 

32 

1 

0 

38 

58 

1 

21 

16 

0 

9 

5 

6 
3 
0 
1 
0 
0 
2 

17 

2 

6 

1 


251  254 


Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector 

Mr.  S.  T.  Chard  retired  from  the  post  of  Public  Health  Inspector  in  October,  1967, 
and  the  report  which  follows  is,  therefore,  largely  on  account  of  work  carried  out 
during  his  term  of  office.  With  the  appointment  of  the  undersigned  to  the  post  vacated 
by  Mr.  Chard,  and  the  engagement  of  Mr.  A.  G.  Tawse  as  Additional  Public  Health 
Inspector  on  1st  December,  1967,  the  staff  is  up  to  full  establishment. 
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Water  Supplies 

The  East  Devon  Water  Board  continued  to  be  responsible  for  supply  of  mains 
water  throughout  the  district,  and  works  carried  out  during  the  year  are  summarised 
in  the  following  extract  of  the  Report  of  the  Engineer  to  the  Board: 

"Mains  Renewals  and  Re-inforcement,  High  Street 

"During  the  year  approximately  1,  000  yards  of  9"  dia.  main  was  laid  through 
the  main  High  Street  from  the  Brewery  to  the  sea  front. 

"This  main  connects  into  the  recently  laid  6"  dia.  main  on  the  Esplanade  to 
afford  improved  supplies  to  properties  on  the  sea  front. 

"At  the  same  time  a length  of  4"  dia.  main  was  laid  in  Fore  Street  as  a 
renewal  to  the  existing  3"  dia.  main. 

"Service  Reservoir  - Woolbrook 

"Work  was  begun  on  a new  500,  000  gallons  capacity  service  reservoir  adjoining 
the  Board's  existing  reservoir  at  Woolbrook.  The  commissioning  of  this  new 
reservoir  will  bring  the  local  storage  up  to  the  accepted  Waterworks  standard 
for  service  reservoirs. 

"Mains  Renewals  - Church  Street 

"A  new  4"  dia.  main  has  been  laid  to  replace  the  old  3"  dia.  main  serving  Church 
Street. 

"Mains  Scraping 

"Certain  sections  of  mains  in  the  town  have  been  scraped  as  an  economic 
alternative  to  renewing,  thus  restoring  old  mains  to  full  flow  capacity. 

"Mains  Swabbing 

"In  all  parts  of  East  Devon  the  programme  of  cleaning  mains  with  the  use  of 
foam  swabs  has  been  proceeding. 

"Housing  Site  Mains 

"During  the  year  site  mains  have  been  laid  in  all  parts  of  East  Devon  where 
development  is  going  ahead. 

"Samples 

"The  programme  of  bacteriological  and  chemical  sampling  has  been  carried  out 
during  the  year  along  the  lines  adopted  last  year:  analyses  being  carried  out  both 
in  the  Board's  laboratory  and  by  the  Public  Health  Service.  " 

With  completion  of  works  in  the  Sidbury  area  the  Board  has  now  taken  over  the 
supply  to  all  the  village. 

Private  s upplies 

The  number  of  private  supplies  in  the  district  remain  as  before,  details  of 
which  are  given  in  Appendix  'A'. 

Air  Pollution 

Daily  measurement  of  atmospheric  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  content  continued 
to  be  made  at  the  sampling  point  sited  in  the  Council's  Highways  Depot. 

1967  was  the  last  full  year  of  sampling,  since  Warren  Springs  Laboratory 
informed  us  that  by  the  Spring  of  1968  sufficient  data  will  be  available  nationally 
for  their  requirements.  Only  in  the  case  of  essential  sites  (and  Sidmouth  is  not 
in  this  category)  will  it  be  necessary  to  continue  observations  after  the  Spring  of 
1968. 
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Sewerage 

The  full  detailed  plans  for  enlargement  of  capacity  of  the  sewerage  system  were 
completed  by  the  Surveyor  during  the  year.  These  were  submitted  for  necessary 
Ministry  approval,  which  is  now  awaited. 

As  regards  the  Salcombe  Regis  sewage  disposal  arrangeme  nts,  the  need  for 
additional  capacity  remains  and  consideration  is  being  given  to  the  most  economical 
way  to  provide  it. 

Refuse  Disposal 

The  arrangement  whereby  Honiton  Borough,  Honiton  Rural  District  and  Seaton 
Urban  District  Councils  used  the  Council's  refuse  tip  at  Knapp  Copse,  continued 
satisfactorily. 

With  the  increased  awareness  of  possible  risks  arising  from  refuse  tips 
occasioned  by  the  widespread  outbreaks  of  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  in  the  Midlands 
and  North,  particular  attention  was  given  to  the  tip  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 
The  Surveyor  has  co-operated  in  considering  possible  methods  of  attaining  a fully 
controlled  tipping  routine.  It  is  hoped  in  the  near  future  to  obtain  expert  advice  on 
the  practicality  of  such  a scheme,  which  is  in  doubt  because  of  the  difficulties 
created  by  the  terrain. 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order,  1957 

Surveillance  of  the  four  licensed  plants  in  the  district  was  increased  as  a 
result  of  the  outbreak  of  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  elsewhere.  Generally  the 
requirements  for  boiling  swill  were  being  complied  with  although  there  is  a need 
for  improvement  of  plant  and  facilities  in  some  cases.  These  are  under  consideration 
at  the  present  time. 

Caravans 

The  number  of  licensed  sites  in  the  district  is  as  follows; 


Number  of  Caravans 
Licensed 


Dunscombe  Manor  Farm,  Salcombe  Regis 
Thorn  Farm,  Salcombe  Regis 
Slade  Farm,  Salcombe  Regis 
Bulverton  House,  Sidmouth 
Applegarth  Hotel,  Sidford 


58 

50 

9 

1 (temporary) 
1 (temporary) 


In  the  case  of  Slade  Farm  an  application  for  an  increase  in  numbers  from  four  to 
nine  was  approved  subject  to  improved  site  licensing  conditions.  Consideration  is 
being  given  by  the  owner  to  the  possibility  of  providing  additional  amenities  at 
Dunscombe  Manor  site,  the  previous  limiting  factor  - inadequacy  of  water  supply  - 
having  been  removed  by  the  recent  installation  by  the  East  Devon  Water  Board 
of  a water  main  in  proximity  to  the  site. 

A new  site  for  48  vans  operated  by  the  Caravan  Club  came  into  being  on  land  at 
Putts  Corner.  Only  a small  part  of  the  site  is  within  the  Sidmouth  area,  the  larger 
part  being  within  the  Honiton  Rural  District  boundary.  Joint  meetings  were  held  by 
representatives  of  all  interested  parties  prior  to  establishment  of  the  site  and 
agreement  reached  on  the  principles  to  be  followed.  The  Surveyor  of  Honiton  and 
ourselves  liased  regarding  the  technical  matters  involved  and  inspections  of  the 
site  - which  opened  before  Whitsun.-  have  shown  it  to  be  operating  satisfactorily. 

All  sites  in  the  district  were  inspected  at  frequent  intervals  and  found  to  be 
satisfactory,  no  problems  having  arisen. 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 
Rodents 

As  a result  of  notification  of  rodent  infestation,  126  premises  (including  four 
agricultural)  were  surveyed  during  the  year.  Of  these,  60  were  found  to  be  infested 
and  subsequently  treated  with  satisfactory  results.  It  was  not  possible  to  undertake 
a complete  sewer  test  baiting  programme,  some  work  was,  however,  done  in  the 
Sidbury  area,  and  a light  infestation  was  discovered  in  the  sewers  there.  Again 
treatment  gave  satisfactory  results. 

Other  Pests 

A considerable  amount  of  work  was  done  in  eliminating  insect  pests,  mainly 
during  the  Summer.  Wasps  were  particularly  prevalent,  and  hornets  and  cockroaches 
were  also  dealt  with. 

Petroleum 

Duties  under  the  Petroleum  (Regulation)  Acts,  1923  and  1936,  continued 
uneventfully.  One  licence  terminated  with  the  closing  of  the  business,  two 
licences  were  issued  for  new  installations^  and  the  number  of  licensed  premises 
at  31st  December,  1967  was  thirty-one. 

Explosives 

Fourteen  premises  in  the  district  were  registered  for  keeping  fireworks,  and 
all  were  visited  to  ensure  compliance  with  requirements. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

One  general  inspection  was  carried  out  during  the  year,  this  being  a new 
registration. 

The  Act  has  brought  about  improvement  of  working  conditions  for  employees  in 
many  premises,  although  there  remain  a number  of  cases  where  required  works 
have  not  been  completed. 

A summary  of  premises  registered  and  visits  made,  etc.  , is  given  in  Appendix  'D'. 

Factories  Act,  1961 

Details  are  given  in  Appendix  'E'. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  1963 

There  are  no  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  district  and  no  samples  of  liquid 
egg  were  taken  for  the  Alpha  Amylase  test. 

Food  Hygiene  (Market  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations,  1968 

It  was  not  possible  to  undertake  a systematic  survey  of  market  stalls  and 
vehicles  in  the  district.  In  the  course  of  other  food  hygiene  work,  however,  some 
22  inspections  were  made  of  stalls  and  delivery  vans. 

Unsound  Food 

Details  of  unsound  food  voluntarily  surrendered  and  destroyed  during  the  year 
are  given  in  Appendix  'B'. 

Section  16 

The  number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  16  are  as  follows; 
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Cooked  and  Preserved  Food,  Sausages,  etc 17 

Ice  Cream  37 

Ice  Cream 

In  only  one  premises  is  ice  cream  manufactured,  the  remaining  registrations 
being  in  respect  of  storage  and  sale  only. 

As  a result  of  an  agreement  made  between  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  and  Local  Authorities  in  the  area,  to  ease  pressure  of  work  in  the 
laboratory  arising  from  duplication  of  sampling,  fewer  samples  were  submitted 
for  examination.  Details  of  those  submitted  are  as  follows; 

Number  of  Samples  Grade  1 Grade  2 Grade  3 Grade  4 

7 2 1-4 

Investigations  of  the  Grade  4 samples  indicated  that  these  resulted  from 
inadequate  sterilisation  of  utensils  and  equipment  and  steps  were  taken  to  remedy 
this. 

Milk  and  Dairies 

The  number  of  dairies  registered  in  the  district  remains  at  five.  The 
bulk  of  milk  distributed  in  the  area  comes  from  Messrs.  Hammetts  Dairies,  of 
Exeter,  through  a local  depot  from  which  is  also  distributed  milk  from  local 
producers. 

One  complaint  of  tainted  milk  was  traced  to  the  bottling  plant  where  a carry 
over  of  chlorine  powder  from  the  plant  sterilisation  routine  resulted  in  a 
pronounced  chlorine  taint  in  the  milk.  Samples  of  milk  from  local  producers  were 
submitted  for  examination  for  Brucella  abortus. 

Food  Complaints 

Two  complaints  were  received,  one  of  mould  and  the  other  of  foreign 
matter  in  bread.  The  latter  on  examination  proved  to  be  burnt  dough  and  not 
foreign  matter,  although  brought  about  by  a defect  in  mixing  at  the  bakery.  The 
defect  was  subsequently  remedied. 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 

The  number  of  premises  subject  to  the  above  regulations,  and  the  number  of 
visits  made  throughout  the  year  are  given  in  Appendix  'B'. 

Generally  speaking  a good  standard  is  maintained  in  food  premises  throughout 
the  district,  although  a few  premises  required  closer  supervision  and  in  some  cases 
it  will  be  necessary  to  improve  structural  and  equipment  standards. 

Housing 

The  situation  as  regards  clearance  of  sub- standard  houses  remained  static  during 
the  year  and  the  question  of  re-development  of  the  Eastern  Town  area,  which  contains 
most  of  these  houses,  remains  unresolved.  A few  properties  in  the  area  have, 
however,  been  acquired  by  the  Council  in  anticipation  of  re-development  and  where 
possible  have  been  retained  for  emergency  housing  use. 

In  only  one  case  - an  unfit  basement  flat  - was  it  necessary  to  take  formal 
action,  and  an  undertaking  was  given  by  the  owner  not  to  use  the  premises  for 
human  habitation. 

Improvement  Grants 

Grants  were  again  made  available  by  the  Council  to  applicants  for  improvement 
of  houses  lacking  in  amenities.  Additionally,  the  Council's  policy  of  improvement  of 
their  older  houses  to  bring  them  up  to  modern  standards  was  continued,  grants  having 
been  made  available  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  for  this  purpose. 
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The  number  of  houses  dealt  with  during  the  year  and  details  of  amenities, 
etc.  , provided,  are  given  in  Appendix  'C.  This  appendix  also  gives  details  of 
new  dwellings  and  conversions  during  the  year. 


Nuisances 

About  forty  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  of  alleged  nuisance 
arising  from  a variety  of  causes  which  included  drainage  defects,  smoke, 
offensive  odours,  house  defects  and  noise.  Investigation  and  follow-up  required 
some  two  hundred  visits  and  satisfactory  resiilts  were  obtained  by  the  informal 
action  which  was  taken  in  all  cases. 

Public  Conveniences 

With  the  continued  co-operation  between  the  Surveyor's  Department,  which 
carries  out  maintenance  of  the  conveniences,  and  the  Public  Health  Department, 
which  supervises  cleaning,  the  existing  high  standards  were  maintained.  Some 
damage  to  the  premises  was  caused  by  vandals  but  fortunately  was  not  particularly 
serious. 


J.  FEE 

Public  Health  Inspector 
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APPENDIX  'A' 


PRIVATE  WATER  SUPPLIES 


• • • 


• • 


Salcombe  Regis  - 

Properties  connected  to  spring  ... 

Harcombe  - 

Properties  connected  to  main  village  supply  . . . 

Other  small  supplies  or  wells  

Fortescue  - 

Properties  connected  

Other  properties  in  outlying  areas  with  own  private  supplies 

Total 


8 

10 

39 

76 


141 


APPENDIX  'B' 

NUMBER  OF  FOOD  PREMISES  AND  VISITS  - 1967 

Number  of 


Number  of 


Type  of  Premises 

Premises 

Visits 

Licensed  Hotels  

18 

10 

Private  Hotels  

28 

22 

Guest  Houses  

47 

18 

Restaurants  and  Cafes  

21 

45 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops  

2 

3 

Butchers  

13 

17 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  ...  

8 

9 

Fishmongers  

3 

4 

Grocers  and  General  Provisions  

30  * 

48 

Greengrocers  

11 

11 

School  Canteens  and  Boarding  Schools 

3 

1 

Mobile  Shops  

3 

5 

Public  Houses  (excluding  Hotels  with  licences) 

17 

5 

Market  (Butcher:  two  Greengrocers) 

3 X 

12 

* Includes  five  registered  as  dairies 

X Stalls 

UNSOUND  FOOD  - 

1967 

Examined  and  Condemned  on  Voluntary  Surrender 

for  Destruction 

lbs. 

(a)  Meat  at  Retail  Shops  

• • • 

4 

(b)  Cooked  Meat  and  Meat  Products  

. . . 

49 

(c)  Canned  Meats  

73 

(d)  Fish  

* • • 

93 

(e)  Fruit  and  Vegetables  

* * • 

221 

(f)  Other  Foods  

• « • 

89 

Total 


529  lbs. 


25 


APPENDIX  'C 


HOUSING 

(1)  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

(The  summaries  show  the  progress  made  from  1959,  when  the  Standard 
Grant  scheme  started,  to  31st  December,  1967) 

(a)  DISCRETIONARY  GRANTS 


Applications,  Approvals, and  Grants  paid  under  Section  30  of  the  Housing 
(Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1958 


Applications 

Completions  and 

Grants  Paid 

Year 

Received 

Approved 

Dwellings 

completed 

Grants 

paid 

£ 

1959-61 

22 

19 

20 

5,  190 

1962 

13 

13 

8 

2,  388 

1963 

4 

6 

7 

2,  616 

1964 

11 

11 

14 

4,  534 

1965 

6 

6 

8 

2,  651 

1966 

6 

4 

6 

1,  995 

1967 

5 

5 

3 

1, 200 

Totals 

67 

64 

66 

£20, 574 

MODERNISATION  OF  COUNCIL  HOUSES 
Improvements  completed  at  31st  December,  1967 


Location 


Number  of 
Houses 


Sid  Park  Road 
Arcot  Park 
Man  St  one  Avenue 


30 

36 

45 


111 


(b)  STANDARD  GRANTS 

Applications,  Approvals,  and  Grants  paid  under  the  House  Purchase  and 
Housing  Act,  1959 

Completions  and  Grants  Paid; 
Applications  Standard  Amenities  installed 


Wash- 

Food 

Piped 

Dwellings 

Fixed 

hand 

Hot 

Water 

Stor- 

Water 

Grants 

Year 

Received 

Approved 

Completed 

Bath 

Basin 

Water 

Closet 

age 

Supply 

paid 

£ 

1959-61 

48 

48 

36 

33 

36 

35 

11 

14 

- 

3,  249 

1962 

17 

11 

7 

7 

7 

6 

6 

5 

- 

902 

1963 

19 

16 

18 

16 

16 

16 

9 

8 

- 

1, 570 

1964 

10 

8 

13 

7 

11 

11 

9 

7 

- 

1,  104 

1965 

15 

16 

10 

9 

10 

10 

7 

7 

- 

1,  104 

1966 

6 

5 

7 

6 

6 

7 

5 

4 

- 

758 

1967 

7 

8 

7 

5 

5 

5 

4 

2 

1 

931 

Totals 

122 

112 

98 

83 

91 

90 

51 

47 

1 

£9, 618 
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1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 


Type 

Houses 

Bungalows 

Conversions 

Houses 

Bungalows 

Conversions 

Houses 

Bungalows 

Conversions 

Houses 

Bungalows 

Conversions 

Houses 

Bungalows 

Conversions 

Houses 

Bungalows 

Conversions 

Houses 

Bungalows 

Conversions 

Houses 

Bungalows 

Conversions 

Houses 

Bungalows 

Conversions 

Houses 

Bungalows 

Conversions 

Houses 

Bungalows 

Conversions 


(2)  BUILDING  PROGRAMME 


Rate  of  Building  and  Conversions  - 

1958/67 

By  Local 
Authority 

By  Others 

Totals 

Grand 

Total 

- 

12 

12 

- 

49 

49 

- 

11 

11 

72 

24  (Flats) 

34  (21  Flats) 

58 

- 

52 

52 

- 

4 

4 

114 

- 

35  (21  Flats) 

35 

- 

42 

42 

- 

10 

10 

87 

18  (Flats) 

23 

41 

- 

52 

52 

- 

8 

8 

101 

76  (6  Flats) 

32  (4  Flats) 

108 

- 

60 

60 

- 

9 

9 

177 

9 (9  Flats) 

9 (19  Flats) 

18 

- 

46 

46 

- 

12 

12 

76 

8 (8  Flats) 

12 

20 

- 

63 

63 

- 

26 

26 

109 

4 (4  Flats) 

23  (14  Flats) 

27 

- 

112 

112 

- 

7 

7 

146 

6 (4  Flats) 

18  (10  Flats) 

24 

- 

92 

92 

- 

- 

- 

116 

2 

20  (5  Flats) 

22 

- 

49 

49 

- 

11 

11 

82 

147 

218 

365 

- 

617 

617 

- 

98 

98 

1. 080 

n n 


APPENDIX  'D' 


THE  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 

(a)  Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


Number  of 
Registered 
Premises 

Total  Number  receiving 

of  Premises  first  general 

registered  at  inspection 

Class  of  Premises  31.  12.  1967  1967 

Offices  48 

Retail  shops  118  1 

Wholesale  shops.  Warehouses  1 

Catering  establishments  open 

to  public.  Canteens  ...  17 

Food  Storage  Depots  ...  1 

Totals  185  1 

(b)  Number  of  Visits  of  all  kinds  41 

(c)  Analysis  of  Persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises 

Number  of 
persons 

Class  of  Workplace  employed 

Offices  189 

Retail  Shops  492 

Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses  15 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public  ...  109 

Canteens  

Fuel  storage  depots  12 

Total  817  * 


* Males  - 301  ; Females  - 516 
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APPENDIX  'E' 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


(a)  Inspections 


Premises 


Number  on 
Register 


Number  of 
Inspections 


Number  of 

written 

Notices 


(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are 
enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority  17  8 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Section  7 

is  enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority  45  20 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 

by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers' 
premises) 

Totals  62  28 


(b)  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  - 1, 


Occupiers 

Prosecuted 
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HONITON  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Area  61,260  acres 

Population 7,  260 

Number  of  Parishes 22 

Rateable  Value  £175,789 

Penny  Rate  produces  ...  £ 704 

General  Rate  levied 9/3d. 


Deaths 


1966  44  males,  30  females  

Death  rate  per  1, 000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 

Comparability  factor  

Standardised  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population  

1967  37  males,  37  females  

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 

Comparability  factor  

Standardised  death  rate  per  1, 000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population  


Live  Births 


1966  62  males,  50  females  

6 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included 

in  the  above  total  of  

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 

Comparability  factor  

Standardised  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 

1967  59  males,  48  females  

6 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included 

in  the  above  total  of  

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 

Comparability  factor  

Standardised  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 

Still  Births 


1966  1 still  birth  was  registered  (0  illegitimate)  ... 

Total  live  and  still  births  

Rate  per  1, 000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ... 

1967  1 still  birth  was  registered  (0  illegitimate)  ... 

Total  live  and  still  births  

Rate  per  1, 000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ... 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

1966  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  ... 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1, 000  live  births  ... 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

1967  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  ... 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1, 000  live  births  ... 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 


74 
10.3 
0.  93 

9.  6 
74 

10.  2 
0.  93 

9.  5 


112 

112 
15.  6 
1.  17 

18.  3 
5.  4 
107 

107 
14.  7 
1.  17 

17.  2 
5.  6 


1 

113 
8.  8 
1 

108 
9.  3 


0 

nil 

nil 

nil 

0 

nil 

nil 

nil 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 


1966  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  0 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births  nil 

Maternal  deaths  nil 

1967  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  0 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  nil 

Maternal  deaths  nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  of  age 

1966  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  0 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1, 000  live  births  . . . nil 

■Peri- natal  mortality  rate  8.  8 

1967  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  0 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births  . . . nil 

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  9.  3 


Deaths 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were; 


Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide 


74  74 


1966 


1967 


6 

2 

12 

2 

0 

10 

14 

8 

3 

1 

0 

1 

2 

1 

0 

7 

3 

1 

1 


0 

1 

9 

1 

1 

8 

20 

8 

9 

0 

4 

3 

0 

1 

1 

3 

0 

2 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector 

Water  Supplies 

Public 

During  1967  the  East  Devon  Water  Board  continued  to  extend  its  service  on 
new  estates  in  the  area  - at  Feniton  Gardens  and  Mount  View,  Sidmouth  Junction, 
and  at  Plymtree.  Also  at  Plymtree  the  agricultural  extension  to  Lower  Weaver 
previously  reported  as  planned,  was  executed. 

A new  bore  at  Great  Well,  Ottery  St.  Mary  will  further  strengthen  the 
water  supply  to  several  villages  in  the  western  half  of  the  area.  The  mains 
supplies  have  been  sampled  regularly  and  the  results  were  satisfactory. 

Private 

Eleven  bacteriological  samples  were  taken  from  ten  supplies  and  six  were 
fit  for  drinking.  Advice  was  given  to  improve  the  remaining  four  supplies. 

Two  chemical  samples  were  taken,  of  which  one  was  satisfactory  and  the 
other  was  unfit  due  to  an  unusually  high  dissolved  copper  content,  which  may  have 
caused  illness  to  a consumer.  Advice  was  given  to  rectify  this  pollution  which  it 
was  thought  was  due  to  the  abnormally  soft  water  reacting  with  copper  supply  pipes. 

At  Dunkeswell  Abbey,  permission  was  obtained  to  sink  a new  borehole  to 
replace  the  present  unsatisfactory  supply,  and  this  work  will  be  carried  out  early 
in  1968. 

Sewage  Disposal 

Two  village  sewerage  schemes  received  Ministry  consent  to  seek  tenders  - 
Upottery  and  Kerswell.  In  the  case  of  Upottery  the  lowest  tender  was  submitted 
for  approval  and  loan  sanction,  and  these  approvals  are  still  awaited.  Contract 
documents  are  being  prepared  for  Kerswell. 

A local  investigation  has  been  arranged  for  February  1968  for  the  Sidmouth 
Junction  scheme,  and  the  need  for  this  scheme  becomes  more  apparent  as  time 
goes  by,  with  the  samples  of  effluent  from  the  overloaded  Feniton  Sewage  Works 
failing  to  reach  the  Royal  Commission  standards  in  spite  of  an  unduly  large 
amount  of  maintenance  work  being  carried  out  at  this  works. 

Refuse  Collection 

As  a result  of  repeated  and  widespread  complaints  of  the  occasional  three-week 
interval  between  collections  that  is  occasioned  by  the  twice-monthly  service,  and 
with  the  steady  growth  of  Sidmouth  Junction,  it  was  decided  to  buy  a second  refuse 
vehicle  and  to  institute  a fortnightly  collection  throughout  the  area.  The  second 
vehicle  will  initially  be  employed  on  only  two  days  per  week,  but  will  provide 
the  necessary  surplus  capability  which  will  be  required  in  the  future  to  cope 
with  the  increasing  volume  of  refuse. 

The  vehicle  is  due  to  be  delivered  at  the  end  of  February,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  new  service  will  begin  on  1st  March,  1968. 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964 

Six  premises  are  registered  under  the  Act, 
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Factories  Act,  1961 


Number  on 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Premises 

register 

Inspections 

Notices 

Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 

and  6 (without  power) 

6 

3 

- 

Section  7 (with  power) 

22 

6 

- 

Other  premises  (Section  7) 

3 

1 

- 

31 
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Offices,  Shops  & Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

Number  of 

Total  No.  of 

Number  of 

premises 

registered 

registered 

registered 

premises  at 

premises 

during  the 

end  of 

receiving  a 

Class  of  Premises 

year 

year 

general 
inspection 
during  the 
year 

Offices 

1 

1 

Retail  Shops 

- 

1 

1 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses 

- 

- 

- 

Catering  Establishments  open 

to  the  public 

- 

12 

12 

Fuel  storage  depots 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

14 

14 

Analysis  of  persons  employed  in  registered  premises  or  workplace  at  end  of 
year  - 


Class  of  workplace  No.  of  persons  employed 


Offices  2 

Retail  Shops  2 

Wholesale  departments.  Warehouses  

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the  public  66 

Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  

Total  70 

Total  Males  2 3 

Total  Females  47 


The  reduction  in  number  of  both  premises  registered  and  persons  employed 
is  due  to  the  new  employment  of  members  of  the  proprietors'  families  who  do  not 
come  within  the  auspices  of  this  legislation. 
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Housing  Act,  1957 

Seven  detailed  inspections  of  dwellings  and  numerous  miscellaneous  visits  to 
properties  under  this  Act  were  made. 

Nineteen  dwellings  were  repaired  following  informal  action,  and  in  one  further 
case  this  was  achieved  only  after  a formal  notice  was  served. 

Housing 

Sixty- one  new  dwellings  were  completed  by  private  developers. 

The  provision  of  old  people's  bungalows  continued  with  pairs  completed  at 
Broadhembury,  Cotleigh,  Offwell,  and  Northleigh.  Schemes  have  been  prepared 
for  two  pairs  at  Dunkeswell  and  a terrace  of  six  at  Branscombe,  with  schemes 
for  two  at  Gittisham  and  four  at  Plymtree  envisaged. 

Improvement  Grants 

Discretionary  grants  for  five  houses  totalling  £1,400  were  paid  and  two  were 
approved. 

Standard  grants  for  ten  houses  totalling  £2,  387  were  paid  and  seventeen  were 
approved. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949  - Rodent  Control 

Routine  inspections  of  dwellings,  farms  and  sewers  were  carried  out  by  the 
part-time  rodent  operator,  and  all  discovered  and  reported  infestations  were 
dealt  with. 

Petroleum 

Two  new  storage  installations  at  Yarcombe  and  Smeatharpe  were  tested  and 
approved  for  licensing. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

Fourteen  inspections  of  food  premises  were  made  and  minor  contraventions 
were  dealt  with  informally. 

Twenty-three  shops  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  and  all  are 
satisfactory. 

One  new  premises  has  been  approved  for  the  manufacture  of  soft  ice  cream: 
samples  were  taken  and  found  to  be  Grade  I. 

The  following  food  was  voluntarily  surrendered  and  disposed  of  - 

Meat  4 lbs.  12  oz. 

Canned  Cooked  Ham 12  lbs.  2 oz. 

Vegetables  2 lbs.  8 oz. 

In  connection  with  the  random  sampling  scheme  to  establish  the  incidence  of 
Brucellosis  in  local  herds,  six  farms  were  visited,  fourteen  samples  taken  and 
all  were  negative. 

Nuisances 

Forty-three  visits  in  connection  with  twenty- five  nuisances  were  made,  the 
nuisances  included  housing  defects,  drains,  offensive  accumulations  and  pigs. 

In  connection  with  the  latter,  the  problem  arises  from  the  large  amounts  of  pig 
manure  produced  by  a large  piggery  at  Payhembury.  Upwards  of  60,  000  gallons 
per  week  is  spread  by  irrigation  sprays,  and  when  spraying  is  carried  on  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  village,  a shift  of  the  wind  to  an  unfavourable  quarter  produces  a 
host  of  complaints.  Experiments  have  been  carried  out  with  the  admixture  of  a 
masking  chemical  in  the  slurry  with  varying  results.  The  practical  remedy  if 
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spraying  must  be  done,  is  to  ensure  that  the  wind  is  favourable  when  treating 
fields  close  to  dwellings,  to  switch  off  the  pump  if  the  wind  changes,  and 
always  to  plough  or  hoe  the  ground  immediately  following  the  cessation  of 
spraying. 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order,  1957 

The  swill  boiling  unit  in  the  area  was  closely  watched  during  the  foot  and 
mouth  epidemic  to  ensure  that  operations  were  carefully  carried  out;  several 
visits  were  made  during  that  period. 

Caravans  and  Camping 

The  annual  survey  of  caravans,  etc. , was  carried  out  and  site  licence 
compliance  checked  on  all  existing  sites. 

The  Caravan  Club  site  at  Putts  Corner,  Gittisham,  was  completed,  and 
operated  throughout  the  season.  It  is  a very  well  laid  out  site  and  very 
efficiently  managed,  and  as  in  addition  it  is  an  extremely  attractive  site  it 
reflects  credit  on  both  the  Club  and  the  members  who  use  it. 


J.  D.  HOPGOOD 
Public  Health  Inspector 
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HONITON  BOROUGH 


1966 

1967 

1966 

1967 


1966 

1967 

1966 

1967 


Area  ' 3,125  acres 

Population 5,  260 

Rateable  Value  £209,  895 

Penny  Rate  produces  £806 

General  Rate  levied  11 /2d. 


Deaths 


41  males,  38  females  

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 

Comparability  factor  

Standardised  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

popiilation  

35  males,  36  females  

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 

Comparability  factor  

Standardised  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 
population  


Live  Births 


43  males,  42  females  

4 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included  in 

the  above  total  of  

Live  birth  rate  per  1, 000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 

Comparability  factor  

Standardised  birth  rate  per  1, 000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 

53  males,  27  females  

4 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included  in 

the  above  total  of  

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 

Comparability  factor  

Standardised  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 

Still  Births 

1 still  birth  was  registered  (0  illegitimate) 

Total  live  and  still  births  

Rate  per  1, 000  total  (live  and  still)  births  

0 still  births  were  registered  

Total  live  and  still  births  

Rate  per  1, 000  total  (live  and  still)  births  


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

2 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1, 000  live  births 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

1 death  was  registered  (0  illegitimate)  

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1, 000  live  births  ... 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  legitimate  live  births 
Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 


79 

15.  5 
0.  56 

8.  7 
71 

13.  5 
0.  48 

6.  5 


85 

85 

16.  6 
1.  08 

17.  9 

4.  7 
80 

80 

15.  2 
1.  08 

16.  4 

5.  00 


1 

86 

11.  6 

0 

80 

nil 


2 

23.  5 

24.  7 
nil 

1 

12.  5 

13.  2 
nil 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

1966  1 death  was  registered  (0  illegitimate)  

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births 

Maternal  deaths  

1967  1 death  was  registered  (0  illegitimate)  

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,  000  live  births 

Maternal  deaths  

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  of  age 

1966  1 death  was  registered  (0  illegitimate)  

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  per  1, 000  live  births 

1967  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  per  1, 000  live  births 

Deaths 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were: 

1966 


Tuberculosis 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Other  malignant  and  l3rmphatic  neoplasms 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . . . 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


0 

0 

1 

2 

7 

0 

23 

9 

1 

8 

6 

1 

3 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

12 

0 

1 


79 


1 

11.  8 
nil 
1 

12.  5 
nil 


1 

11.  8 
23.  3 
0 
nil 
nil 


1967 

1 

4 

2 

0 

3 

1 

23 

15 

1 

8 

4 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

3 

1 

0 


71 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
Housing 

General  Comments 

During  the  year  fifty- five  houses  have  received  full  housing  inspections  with 
the  following  results  - 

(a)  3 clearance  areas  (33  houses  represented  - 14  now  demolished  - the 
remainder  being  demolished  as  and  when  the  tenants  are  rehoused). 

(b)  10  houses  closed 

(c)  1 undertaking  not  to  re-let  for  human  habitation  accepted 

(d) l  Section  9 notice  served  which  has  resulted  in  the  premises  being  brought 

up  to  standard 

(e)  Following  a "Time  and  Place"  notice.  1 premises  brought  up  to  a good 
standard. 

Numerous  houses  in  the  borough  have  been  inspected  from  time  to  time 
either  as  a result  of  complaint,  general  survey,  or  whilst  being  visited  for  some 
other  purpose.  Informal  action  has  been  taken  in  many  instances  resulting  in 
improved  conditions. 

Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 
No  action  has  been  necessary 

Council  House  Inspection 

The  Council's  houses  have  not  been  inspected  individually  this  year.  Ten 
houses  have  been  inspected  in  connection  with  the  housing  points  scheme. 

Mortgage  Facilities  and  Improvement  Grants 

The  table  below  shows  the  number  of  applications  received,  approved,  etc. 
In  the  six  cases  where  standard  grant  applications  were  refused  the  premises  did 
not  qualify  for  grant. 


Number  of 

Number 

Number 

Value 

applications 

approved 

refused 

approved 

Standard  Grants 

7 

1 

6 

£155 

Discretionary  Grants 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Loan  on  Repairs 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Mortgages  for  House 
Purchase 

3 

2 

1 

£3, 800 

Rent  Act,  1957 

No  applications  were  received. 

Caravans  and  Camping 

Again  I am  including  this  subject  under  the  general  heading  of  "Housing"  as  the 
larger  of  the  two  sites  in  the  borough  is  licensed  for  fifty-eight  residential  caravans, 
the  other  being  a holiday  site  for  38  caravans  and  tents.  No  serious  nuisance  or 
complaint  has  arisen  from  either  site,  ana  ’■ne  visirs  wnicn  nave  oeen  made  irom 
time  to  time  have  given  no  cause  for  concern,  aitnougn  one  questions  wnetner  tne 
use  of  caravans  as  permanent  homes  for  families  is  as  beneficial  to  health  as 
normal  dwellings. 
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The  Future 


The  Borough  Council  is  continuing  a very  active  policy  of  elimination  of 
sub- standard  premises,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  during  the 
period  under  review  no  less  than  237  new  houses  (council  housing  and  private 
enterprise)  have  been  provided  and  occupied  in  the  borough.  This  must  stand 
the  town  in  good  stead  for  the  future. 

Old  Persons'  Accommodation 

We  have  in  the  town  a private  Old  Personfe’Home  now  established  and 
registered  by  the  Devon  County  Council,  This  is  visited  by  the  department  and 
has  been  found  to  be  managed  very  satisfactorily.  In  addition  we  have  the  Old 
People's  Home  owned  and  run  by  the  County  Council  and  again  maintained  in  an 
excellent  manner.  During  the  year  we  learnt  of  the  County  Council's  intention 
to  provide  another  Old  People's  Home,  but  it  is  feared,  because  of  the  economic 
position,  this  may  not  be  provided  for  some  time  to  come. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  none  in  the  borough. 

Public  Health 

General 

Members  of  the  staff  have  continued  to  make  numerous  visits  to  a wide 
variety  of  premises  and  I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  in  no  instance  was 
formal  action  necessary.  In  fact,  very  little  informal  action  has  been  necessary 
and  where  this  has  been  called  for  there  has  been  no  difficulty  in  securing  the 
co-operation  of  the  public. 

Water  Supply 

The  East  Devon  Water  Board  continue  to  be  the  statutory  undertakers  for 
the  area,  and  the  quality,  quantity,  and  mains  pressure  have  all  been  satisfactory. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  served  from  the  Water  Board's  mains  1,500 

Number  of  population  supplied  - 

(a)  Direct  to  the  houses 

(b)  By  means  of  stand  pipes 

Bathing  Facilities 

The  department  continues  to  give  advice  to  the  Swimming  Pool  Trustees  on 
the  technicalities  of  ensuring  pure  and  clean  swimming  conditions  at  the  new 
swimming  pool.  Samples  taken  during  the  summer  were  satisfactory. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

We  have  continued  to  exnerience  teething  troubles  at  the  recently  enlarged 
and  modernised  works  but  towards  the  end  of  the  year  these  tended  to  diminish. 

The  Paxman  Sludge  Concentrator  has  given  us  most  cause  for  concern,  but  we 
have  found  that  by  eliminating  the  filtrate  water  from  the  recirculating  system 
the  concentrator  has  worked  a little  more  efficiently  and  we  are  now  able  to  dry 
some  of  the  humus  sludge.  The  two  temporary  lagoons  referred  to  last  year 
have  not  been  used  for  the  past  few  months  and  they  will  soon  be  removed.  Samples 
of  effluent  from  the  works  have  generally  given  results  just  within  the  Royal 
Commission  standard,  but  on  one  or  two  occasions  a result  outside  the  standard. 

The  Council's  consulting  engineers  are  at  present  engaged  on  a survey  of  the 
whole  of  the  sewerage  system  of  the  town  including  the  possibility  of  further 
works  enlargement.  With  the  present  growth  rate  of  the  town  further  enlargements 
will  soon  be  essential  if  disposal  facilities  are  to  remain  adequate. 


5,  160 
5 


39 


Public  Conveniences 

The  two  blocks  of  public  conveniences  in  the  town  have  been  maintained 
satisfactorily  but  this  has  not  been  helped  by  an  increase  in  vandalism. 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foocfe)Order,  1957 

There  are  no  licences  in  force  in  the  area.  The  area  was  carefully  surveyed 
during  the  recent  foot  and  mouth  disease  outbreak  to  ensure  that  no  premises  which 
should  be  licensed  had  been  overlooked.  The  people  known  to  collect  swill  but  who 
did  not  require  a licence  were  written  to  and  told  of  the  importance  of  taking 
necessary  safeguards. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

With  the  steady  growth  of  the  town  more  man-hours  are  now  required  to 
maintain  the  refuse  collection  service  which  has  proceeded  smoothly  during  the 
past  twelve  months.  The  refuse  continues  to  be  disposed  of  at  the  Sidmouth  Urban 
District  Council's  tip  at  Knapp  Copse  and  this  arrangement  is  proving  satisfactory. 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964 

There  is  one  registered  dealer. 

Factories  Act,  1961 


Premises 

Number 

registered 

Number  of 
inspections 

Number  of 

notices 

Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

5 

5 

nil 

Factories  not  included  in  the 

above  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

40 

22 

nil 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found: 


Particulars 


Number  of  cases 

Referred  Referred  in  which 

toH.  M.  by  H.  M.  prosecutions 
Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector  were  instituted 


(1)  (2)  (3)  (4)  (5)  (6) 

Want  of  cleanliness 

(S.  1)  - - 

Overcrowding  (S.  2)  - - 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.  3)  - - 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.  4)  - - 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.  6)  1 1 
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Sanitary 

conveniences  (S.  7) 

(a)  Insufficient  2 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Outwork) 


2 


3 


3 


Sections  133  and  134  - Outworkers 


Nature  of 
work 


Section  133 
No.  of  out- 
workers in 
August  list 
required  by 
Section  133 
(1)  (c) 


Number  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 


Number  of 
prosecutions 
for  failure 
to  supply 
lists 


Section  134 
Number  of 
instances 
of  work  in 

unwholesome  Notices  Prosecu- 
premises  served  tions 


Wearing 

apparel  1 


Making  nets 
other  than 
wire 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

No  applications  for  exemptions  were  received.  The  table  set  out  below  shows  the 
number  of  inspections,  visits,  etc.  , made  by  the  der^artment. 


TABLE  A - Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


Class  of  premises 


Number  of 

premises 

newly 

registered 

during 

the  year 


Total 
No.  of 
registered 
premises 
at  end 
of  year 


Offices  

Retail  Shops  

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 
Catering  establishments  open  to  the 

public,  canteens 

Fuel  storage  depots  


23 

52 

1 

6 


Totals 


82 


No.  of 

registered 

premises 

receiving  one  or  more 
general 
inspections 
during  the 
year 

14 

37 

1 

6 


58 
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TABLE  B - Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  (including  general  inspections) 
to  registered  premises  - 58 

TABLE  C - Analysis  by  workplace  of  persons  employed  in  registered 
premises  at  end  of  year: 

Class  of  workplace  Number  of  persons  employed 

Offices  

Retail  shops  

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 
Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public 

Canteens  

Fuel  storage  depots  


Total  Males 


Total  Females 


Once  again  no  formal  action  has  been  necessary  where  premises  have  been 
found  not  to  comply  with  the  Act;  informal  action  has  proved  sufficient. 

Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956 

The  number  of  premises  in  the  borough  affected  by  the  above-mentioned 
Act  is  33.  No  cases  came  to  light  where  the  Act  was  not  being  complied  with. 

Petroleum 

With  one  exception,  all  previously  licensed  premises  were  re-licensed, 
the  exception  being  a case  where  the  licence  was  surrendered.  Periodic  visits 
are  made  to  the  various  establishments  in  the  town  and  a high  degree  of  co- 
operation has  been  received  from  the  various  owners  and  occupiers  with  regard 
to  compliance  with  the  Model  Code  of  Practice. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

The  Council's  part-time  rodent  operator  visited  27  premises  as  a result 
of  9 complaints  received.  Five  of  these  premises  were  found  to  be  infested  by 
rats,  four  by  mice,  and  all  were  successfully  treated  on  a rechargeable  basis. 

A further  54  premises  were  inspected  by  the  department,  three  of  these  were 
found  to  be  infested  and  the  occupiers  used  the  services  of  a private  operator. 

The  sewers  were  test  baited  and  it  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  there  was 
no  infestation. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

Less  time  than  is  usual  has  been  devoted  to  the  routine  inspection  of  food 
premises  in  the  borough  owing  to  other  duties.  Routine  visits  were  made  to  27 
premises  and  no  formal  action  was  taken  but  a number  of  improvements  were 
secured  by  informal  action.  Following  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations,  1966,  on  1st 
January,  1967,  numerous  visits  have  been  made.  The  fishmonger,  who  had  for 
years  stood  on  the  corner  of  New  Street  and  High  Street,  was  unable  to  comply 
with  the  Regulations  and  it  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  department 
was  able  to  find  him  suitable  premises  in  Dowell  Street  so  that  the  customers 
he  has  regularly  and  very  satisfactorily  served  over  the  years  did  not  lose 
their  "fishman".  All  the  greengrocery  shops  were  inspected,  and  the 


112 

233 

35 

56 


436 


190 


246 
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occupiers  have  been  made  aware  c .ne  need  to  protect  from  contamination  fruit 
displayed  outside  their  premises.  The  refreshment  bar  at  the  Cattle  Market  was 
found  to  be  inadequate  for  the  sale  of  open  food.  An  agreement  was  reached 
whereby  only  pre-wrapped  food  would  be  sold. 

The  following  premises  were  registered  - 

11  premises  registered  for  the  preparation  and  manufacture  of  sausages, 
pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  foods 

24  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream. 

For  a short  period  of  the  year  a mobile  hot  dog  stall  was  operating  in  High 
Street.  The  vehicle  was  inspected  and  the  owner  informed  of  the  various  works 
which  were  necessary  to  make  the  stall  comply  with  the  Regulations.  Ultimately 
this  action  resulted  in  the  vehicle  being  withdrawn. 

Meat  Inspection 

The  department  provided  a meat  inspection  service  in  accordance  with  the 
Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  196  3.  Improvements  have  been  carried  out  at  both 
the  slaughterhouses  in  the  borough.  In  the  case  of  Messrs.  C.  H.  Baker  & Son, 
this  involved  considerable  structural  alterations  to  the  slaughterhouse.  The  work 
is  now  nearing  completion  and  will  result  in  an  up-to-date  slaughterhouse. 

Running  parallel  with  these  alterations  are  the  Council's  efforts  to  obtain  a trade 
effluent  agreement  with  Mr.  Baker.  It  is  hoped  that  this  agreement  will  be  in 
operation  for  the  coming  year.  For  two  weeks  24-hour  sampling  and  observation 
was  carried  out  in  connection  with  Mr.  Baker's  trade  effluent. 


Table  of  Kill  figures.  Inspection  figures  and  Unsound  Meat 


Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 
and  lamb 

Number  killed 

2,  685 

89 

124 

10,  537 

12, 395 

Number  inspected  2,  685  89 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and  Cysticercosis 

124 

10, 537 

12, 395 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

5 

25 

11 

45 

40 

Part  carcases  condemned 

5 

1 

2 

7 

10 

Offal  condemned 

173 

38 

13 

676 

572 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  a 
disease  other  than  Tuberculosis 

and  Cysticercosis 

6.  7% 

44% 

12% 

6.  4% 

4.  7% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Part  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

30 

- 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

Tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

0.  4% 

- 

Cysticercosis  only 

Localised 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

The  following  meat  and  offal  was  voluntarily  surrendered  from  the  two  slaughter- 


houses - 

Carcase  Meat  Offal 

Cattle  (except  cows)  1,  133  lbs,  1,  882  lbs. 

Cows  12.  184  lbs.  805  lbs. 

Calves  ”708  lbs,  66  lbs. 

Pigs  and  Sows  4,997  lbs.  1,742  lbs. 

Sheep  and  Lambs  2,238  lbs,  2,  628  lbs. 


21,260  lbs. 


7,  123  lbs. 


Total  Carcase  Meat  condemned 
Total  Offal  condemned 


9.  5 tons 
3.  2 tons 


Foreign  Bodies 

There  have  been  two  such  cases,  both  being  pieces  of  metal  in  canned  food. 
No  prosecutions  were  deemed  necessary  and  the  manufacturers  in  each  case  carried 
out  a thorough  investigation. 

Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  1967 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  borough  used  for  liquid  egg  processing. 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 
Number  of  Food  Premises: 


Type 

No.  in 

area 

Fitted 

to 

comply 
with 
Reg.  16 

Reg.  19 
applies 

Fitted 

to 

comply 
with 
Reg.  19 

No.  of 
Inspec- 
tions 

(a)  Hotels,  Clubs  and  Licensed 

Premises  

17 

17 

17 

17 

3 

(b)  Restaurants  and  Cafes 

12 

12 

12 

12 

4 

(c)  Canteens  

7 

7 

7 

7 

2 

(d)  Bakeries  

3 

3 

3 

3 

2 

(e)  Butchers  

7 

7 

7 

7 

4 

(f)  Dairies  

8 

8 

8 

8 

4 

(g)  Fishmongers  

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

(h)  Grocers  

8 

8 

7 

7 

1 

(i)  Confectioners  

10 

10 

7 

7 

2 

(j)  Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers 

7 

7 

- 

- 

2 

(k)  Mobile  Shops  

3 

3 

- 

- 

1 

Unsound  Food  surrendered  or  condemned: 

Canned  Meats 78  lbs.  Other  canned  foods 16  lbs. 

Conclusion 

During  the  year  Miss  Quick  joined  the  Department,  and  I take  this  opportunity  of 
thanking  her  and  Messrs.  Humphreys  and  Linfoot  for  their  able  assistance. 


A.  J.  C.  NEX,  M.  A.  P.  H.  I. 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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OTTERY  ST.  MARY  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Area 

Population 

Rateable  Value 

Penny  Rate  produces,  . . . 
General  Rate  levied 

Deaths 


10,  008  acres 
5,100 
£192, 698 
£755 
10/5d. 


1966  24  males,  30  females  

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 

Comparability  factor  

Standardised  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  

1967  31  males,  17  females  

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 

Comparability  factor  

Standardised  death  rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  

Live  Births 

1966  34  males,  27  females  

1 illegitimate  birth  was  registered  and  is  included  in  the 

above  total  of  

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 

Comparability  factor  

Standardised  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 

1967  43  males,  34  females  

5 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included  in 

the  above  total  of  

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 

Comparability  factor  

Standardised  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 


1966 

1967 


Still  Births 


2 still  births  were  registered 
Total  live  and  still  births 
Rate  per  1,  000  total  (live  and 
0 still  births  were  registered 
Total  live  and  still  births 
Rate  per  1,  000  total  (live  and 


(0  illegitimate) 


still)  births 
(0  illegitimate) 


still)  births 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

1966  1 death  was  registered  (0  illegitimate)  

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1, 000  live  births 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1, 000  legitimate  live  births 
Infant  mortality  rate  per  1, 000  illegitimate  live  births 

1967  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1, 000  legitimate  live  births 
Infant  mortality  rate  per  1, 000  illegitimate  live  births 


54 

11.  25 
0.  65 

7.  3 
48 
9.  4 
0.  61 

5.  7 


61 

61 

12,  7 
1,  37 

17.  4 
1.  6 
77 

77 

15.  1 
1.  49 

22.  5 
6.  5 


2 

63 

31.  7 
0 
77 
nil 


1 

16.  4 
16.  7 
nil 
0 
nil 
nil 
nil 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 


1966 


1967 


0 deaths  were  registered 
Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1, 000  live  births 
Maternal  deaths 
0 deaths  were  registered 
Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Maternal  deaths 


• • ««t  ••• 


• • ••• 


• ••  ••• 


• • • • • • 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  of  age 


1966 


1967 


• • ••• 


• • • 9 9 


0 deaths  were  registered 
Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1, 000  live  births 
Peri-natal  mortality  rate 
0 deaths  were  registered 
Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1, 000  live  births 
Peri- natal  mortality  rate 


• ••  •••  •• 


• ••  •••  9 9 9 


Deaths 


The  chief  causes  of  death  were: 


1966 


Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . 3 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  8 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  0 

Diabetes  0 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  8 

Coronary  disease,  angina  11 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  1 

Other  heart  disease  ...  4 

Other  circulatory  dis  ease  2 

Influenza  2 

Pneumonia  1 

Bronchitis  2 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  1 

Congenital  malformations  1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  4 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  1 

Suicide  1 


0 

nil 

nil 

0 

nil 

nil 


0 
nil 
31.  7 
0 
nil 
nil 


1967 

0 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

7 

13 

0 

6 

5 

0 

3 

2 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
Water  Supply 

Following  upon  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  Water  Supplies 
Order,  the  East  Devon  Water  Board  have  taken  over  the  water  undertaking  of  the 
adjacent  authorities  of  Exeter  City,  Exmouth  Urban  District  and  St.  Thomas 
Rural  District. 

As  far  as  the  mains  water  supply  within  the  Ottery  St.  Mary  Urban  District 
is  concerned  the  supply  generally  has  been  satisfactory.  The  odd  complaint 
regarding  a disagreeable  taste  in  the  water  was  referred  to  the  Water  Board's 
Engineer  and  subsequently  dealt  with.  The  Board  now  employs  a full-time 
Chemist,  and  complaints  are  dealt  with  immediately. 

Extensions  to  the  water  mains  have  been  carried  out  as  and  where  necessary 
to  accommodate  the  new  dwellings  on  housing  estates,  and  by  and  large  the  water 
supply  has  been  available  in  line  with  the  estate  development. 

The  council  housing  estate  situate  at  Alfington,  consisting  of  ten  dwellings  is 
still  supplied  from  a nearby  borehole,  and  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Ottery 
St.  Mary  Urban  District  Council.  As  anticipated  in  last  year's  Annual  Report, 
the  borehole  supplying  water  to  the  Taleford  Housing  Estate  (12  dwellings)  has 
now  been  abandoned  and  the  dwellings  connected  to  the  mains  supply  of  the  East 
Devon  Water  Board. 

Approximate  number  of  dwellings  within  the  Urban  District: 


1,792 
4.  557 


Supplied  by  mains  water 
Estimated  population 
Supplied  by  private  wells  or  springs 
Estimated  population 


231 

543 


Bacteriological  Examination 

During  the  year  seven  samples  of  water  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  for  examination. 

The  sample  taken  of  the  mains  water  supply  of  the  East  Devon  Water  Board 
was  reported  as  being  entirely  satisfactory,  as  also  was  the  sample  taken  from  a 
private  well  supply  to  a dairy  farm  and  cottages. 

A private  well  supply  to  an  Hotel  and  catering  establishment  only  had 
slight  contamination,  but  representations  to  the  proprietors  pointing  out  the 
possible  hazard  to  public  health  resulted  in  the  premises  concerned  being 
connected  to  the  mains  supply  of  the  East  Devon  Water  Board. 

Three  other  samples  related  to  a private  well  supplying  water  to  an 
isolated  dwelling.  The  first  sample  showed  evidence  of  gross  pollution. 

Following  further  investigations  and  precautions  against  possible  contamination, 
the  two  further  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  were  reported 
as  being  satisfactory  bearing  in  mind  the  source  of  supply. 

Sewage  Disposal 

Time  marches  on  - or  does  it?  In  the  case  of  the  proposed  new  sewerage 
scheme  for  West  Hill  time  seems  to  grind  exceedingly  slowly.  In  1966  it  was 
anticipated  that  the  scheme  wotild  have  been  started  early  in  1968,  but 
circumstances  have  dictated  otherwise.  There  is  no  doubt  that  residential 
development  of  the  West  Hill  area  will  soon  have  to  come  to  a complete  halt 
until  main  drainage  facilities  are  available.  The  erection  of  dwellings  has  for 
some  time  been  geared  to  the  provision  of  main  drainage  at  an  early  date. 

Sites  of  septic  tanks,  and  indeed  details  of  roads,  elevations,  etc.  have  all 
been  considered  with  the  ultimate  end  in  view  of  a satisfactory  and  coherent 
planning  development. 
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The  scheme  for  the  construction  of  the  Gerway  Valley  sewer  is  still  under 
consideration  by  the  Council's  consulting  engineers  and,  as  envisaged  in  the  previous 
Annual  Report,  the  excess  flow  into  the  Town's  Sewage  Disposal  Works  is  to  be 
accommodated  by  an  enlargement  of  the  sewer  along  the  Salston  Valley  together 
with  modifications  in  the  new  proposed  Sewage  Disposal  Works  to  be  sited  at 
Fluxton  (West  Hill  Sewerage  Scheme). 

Preliminary  reports  from  the  engineers  are  favourable,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  results  of  their  investigations  will  indicate  that  the  scheme  is  a practical 
possibility.  Owing  to  the  extraordinary  development  of  the  Town  Area  the  danger 
of  overloading  the  existing  Town  Sewage  Disposal  Works  is  a distinct  possibility. 

The  absence  of  a main  drainage  scheme  for  Alfington  still  gives  cause  for 
anxiety:  the  Council's  consulting  engineers  are  to  give  the  matter  early 
consideration. 

Refuse  Disposal 

The  weekly  collection  of  household  and  trade  refuse  in  the  Town  Area  and  the 
fortnightly  collection  in  the  country  areas  were  satisfactorily  maintained  during 
the  year,  and  although  one  or  two  enquiries  were  made  regarding  a more  frequent 
or  weekly  collection  in  the  rural  parts  of  the  Urban  District,  by  and  large  it  is 
considered  that  the  service  provided  is  adequate. 

The  expansion  of  the  Town  Area,  and  the  residential  development  of  the 
rural  parts  of  the  district  - particularly  in  West  Hill  - have  occasioned  an 
increase  in  the  volume  of  domestic  refuse  to  be  collected.  It  is  evident  that  the 
increasing  demand  will  necessitate  the  collection  of  refuse  being  spread  over  a 
longer  period  - say  3^  days  per  week  instead  of  2|  days,  as  hitherto.  The 
acquisition  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  of  a larger  capacity  (10  to  12  cubic 
yard)  side  loader  refuse  collection  vehicle,  has  helped  to  reduce  time  spent  on 
this  public  service,  which  otherwise  would  have  been  far  more  evident. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  more  burnable  refuse  is  being  collected  and  that  the 
average  bulk  weight  ratio  is  decreasing. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949  - Rodent  Control 

As  usual,  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District  was  subject  to  a survey  during  the 
year.  No  material  increase  in  the  rat  population  was  noted  except  that  the 
Council's  refuse  tip  required  more  frequent  baiting  and  attention.  This  is 
perhaps  due  to  the  extra  burnable  household  refuse  now  being  collected  and 
that  the  nature  of  the  refuse  is  bulkier  and  contains  more  voids.  Further 
compression  of  the  tipper's  refuse  by  extra  use  of  mechanical  plant  may  assist 
in  the  control  and  eradication  of  the  pest. 

A nil  report  was  the  result  of  test  baiting  the  town  sewers. 

Business  premises  were  treated  upon  request.  Forty  complaints  of  rats  and 
eight  complaints  of  mice  were  summarily  dealt  with  by  the  Council's  part-time 


rodent  control  operator.  The  service  provided 

is  considered  adequate. 

Factories  Act,  1961  - Inspection  of  Factories  and  Workshops 

Number 

Number  of 

Number 
of  Formal 

Premises 

registered 

Inspections 

Notices 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and 

6 are  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

0 

0 

0 

Factories  not  included  in  the  above  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

23 

77 

0 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority;  Building  Sites,  etc. 

25 

72 

0 

Housing 

As  indicated  in  the  1966  Annual  Report,  the  six  dwellings  acquired  by  a 
local  industrial  firm,  and  which  would  have  been  dealt  with  under  Slum  Clearance, 
were  demolished  and  the  site  has  been  cleared.  No  detailed  proposals  have  been 
submitted  to  date  for  the  redevelopment  of  the  site. 

Work  commenced  on  the  Council  estate  development  of  the  34  dwellings 
situate  in  Yonder  Street.  The  project  comprises  1 Warden's  flat,  4 single 
bedroom  bungalows,  23  single  bedroom  flats,  and  6 semi-detached  2 bedroom 
houses.  This  development  was  part  of  a Clearance  Area  and  involved  the 
demolition  of  five  cottages. 

Two  individual  unfit  houses  have  been  demolished;  one  to  make  room  for 
residential  development  and  the  other  because  of  its  dangerous  structural 
condition.  Two  cottages  were  converted  into  one  living  unit. 

No  formal  action  was  taken  in  respect  of  any  further  Slum  Clearance. 

Standard  Grants 

Number  of  Dwellings  improved  ...  ...  ...  7 

Owner/occupier  ...  ...  ...  4 

Tenanted  ...  ...  ...  3 

Total  amount  paid  in  grants  ...  . .£1,071  7s.  3d. 

The  Council  continued  to  adhere  to  its  previous  decision  not  to  adopt  the 
provisions  of  the  Housing  Acts  dealing  with  Discretionary  Grants. 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  196  3 
Inspection  of  Offices  and  Shops 


Number  of 

Total  No,  of 

premises 

registered 

Number  of 

registered 

premises  at 

registered 

during 

end  of  the 

premises 

Class  of  premises 

the  year 

year 

inspected 

Offices  

0 

12 

12 

Retail  Shops  

0 

32 

32 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the 

0 

4 

4 

public,  canteens  

0 

6 

6 

0 

54 

54 

Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  registered  premises  - 150 


Analysis  of  persons  employed  in  registered  premises; 

Number  of  persons  employee 


Offices  43 

Retail  shops  110 

Wholesale  departments.  Warehouses  ...  14 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public  , , , 14 

Canteens  0 

Fuel  storage  depots 0 


181 


Total  Males  71 


Total  Females  110 
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Slaughterhouses 

Only  minor  modifications  were  carried  out  to  the  three  private  slaughterhouses. 
Slaughterhouse  No.  6172,  situate  in  Mill  Street,  Ottery  St.  Mary,  changed 
ownership  and  management  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year:  this  changeover 
also  included  the  butcher's  shop. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 
Meat  Inspection 

Carcases  and  offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part  - 

Sheep 


Cattle 

Calves 

and  Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  649 

14 

2,  076 

1,  030 

Number  inspected  649 

14 

2,  076 

1,  030 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and  Cysticercosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

- 

1 

- 

organ  was  condemned  ...  118 

Percentage  of  the  number 

- 

184 

82 

affected  with  disease  other  than 

Tuberculosis  and  Cysticercosis  18.  18% 

- 

8.  91% 

7.  96% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

- 

- 

- 

organ  was  condemned  ... 

Percentage  of  the  number 

- 

- 

12 

inspected  affected  with 

Tuberculosis  

- 

_ 

1.  17% 

Cysticercosis  only 

Localised  2 

- 

- 

- 

Condemnations  - 

lbs.  wt. 

Beef  (including  offal)  . . . 

1422 

Mutton  and  Lamb 

429 

Pork 

541 

Veal 

Miscellaneous  (Tinned 

0 

fruit,  meat,  etc.  ) ... 

17 

2409 


Staff 

Mr,  J.  H.  Mercer,  Assistant  Public  Health  Inspector,  left  in  May  to  take  up  an 
appointment  with  the  Royal  Borough  Council  of  Chelsea  and  Kensington. 

Mr.  R.  Marks  joined  the  staff  as  General  Clerk  and  Technical  Assistant  in  May, 

Mr.  L.  Osborne  was  appointed  as  Deputy  Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Assistant 
Inspector  and  took  up  his  duties  at  the  end  of  August,  Mr.  Osborne  was  previously 
Assistant  Public  Health  Inspector  to  the  Broadstairs  and  St,  Peters  Urban  District 
Council. 
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Mr.  B.  Slaughter  was  transferred  to  the  Clerk's  Department  and  Mrs.  L. 
Doncaster  commenced  her  duties  as  filing  clerk  and  typist  in  October. 

Thanks  are  due  to  all  members  of  the  staff  for  their  patience  and  efficiency  in 
dealing  with  all  matters  appertaining  to  the  many  duties  of  a joint  Surveyor's  and 
Public  Health  Department. 


CHAS.  WM.  GLOVER, 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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SEATON  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Area  1,178  acres 

Population  3,  740 

Rateable  Value £214,069 

Penny  Rate  produces £864 

General  Rate  levied 12s. 

Deaths 


1966  28  males,  49  females  77 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  , , . 21.  3 

Comparability  factor  0.  4 

Standardised  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  9.  8 

1967  27  males,  42  females  69 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  ...  18.  4 

Comparability  factor  0,  4 

Standardised  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  7.  9 

Live  Births 

1966  16  males,  13  females  29 

2 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included  in  the 

above  total  of  29 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  8.  0 

Comparability  factor  1.4 

Standardised  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  11.5 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 6.  9 

1967  16  males,  15  females  31 

1 illegitimate  birth  was  registered  and  is  included  in  the 

above  total  of  31 

Live  birth  rate  per  1, 000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  8.  3 

Comparability  factor  1.6 

Standardised  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  13.6 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  3.  2 

Still  Births 

1966  0 still  births  were  registered  0 

Total  live  and  still  births  29 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  nil 

1967  0 still  births  were  registered  0 

Total  live  and  still  births  31 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

1966  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  0 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  nil 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  nil 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  nil 

1967  1 death  was  registered  (0  illegitimate)  1 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1, 000  live  births  32.  0 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1, 000  legitimate  live  births  33.  3 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  nil 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 


1966  0 deaths  were  registered  0 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  nil 

Maternal  deaths  nil 

1967  1 death  was  registered  (0  illegitimate)  1 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  32.  00 

Maternal  deaths  nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  of  age 

1966  0 deaths  were  registered  0 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1, 000  live  births  . , . nil 

Peri- natal  mortality  rate  nil 

1967  1 death  was  registered  (0  illegitimate)  1 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1, 000  live  births  , . . 32,  00 

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  32.  00 

Deaths 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were: 

1966  1967 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  1 1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  3 1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  6 1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  1 1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  9 10 

Diabetes  0 2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  13  12 

Coronary  disease,  angina  22  12 

Other  heart  disease  7 9 

Other  circulatory  disease  3 3 

Influenza  2 0 

Pneumonia  2 5 

Bronchitis  1 1 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  3 1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  0 1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  0 1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  1 7 

Accidents  (other  than  motor  vehicle  accidents)  2 1 

Suicide  1 0 

77  69 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector 

As  your'  part-time  Public  Health  Inspector  I have  to  report  as  follows; 

A lot  of  time  and  care  was  taken  up  in  finalising  the  Powell  Close  contract  - 
a left-over  from  my  duties  as  your  former  Surveyor, 

Public  Health 
General 

There  were  58  general  inspections  on  matters  pertaining  to  public  health 
such  as  defective  drains,  fly  nuisances,  litter,  smoke,  removal  through  streets 
of  offensive  matter  and  absence  of  dustbins.  Other  inspections  are  listed  under 
their  particular  headings. 

Offices  and  Shops  Act,  1963 

During  the  year  visits  were  made  resulting,  together  with  previous  inspections, 
in  the  coverage  of  nearly  all  offices,  shops  and  catering  establishments  in  the 
Urban  District.  At  the  time  of  going  to  press  all  such  premises  have  been  visited 
and  also  a fair  amount  of  follow-up  work  has  been  done.  As  a result  of  inspections  - 
including  premises  not  initially  registered,  registrations  transferred  to  the 
Factory  Inspector,  and  registrations  which  have  lapsed  - there  has  been  a revision 
of  the  records  as  follows: 


TABLE  A - Registrations  and  General  Inspections 

Number  of 

premises 

newly 

registered 

during 


Total 
No.  of 
registered 


No.  of 
premises 
receiving 
visits 
during  the 


Class  of  premises 

the  year 

premises 

year 

Offices  

1 

23 

23 

Retail  Shops  

6 

57 

43 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

, 

- 

- 

Catering  establishments  open  to 

the  public,  canteens  

4 

19 

16 

Fuel  storage  depots 

1 

2 

2 

Totals 

12 

101 

84 

TABLE  B - Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  to  registered  premises 

- 111. 

TABLE  C - Analysis  by  workplace  of  persons 

employed  in  registered 

premises  at  end  of  year: 

Number  of  persons  employed 

Class  of  workplace 

Male 

Female 

Offices  

51 

48 

Retail  Shops  

88 

139 

Catering  establishments  

• * * • « • • 

30 

68 

Fuel  storage  depots 



9 

1 

178 

256 

It  should  be  noted  that  generally  the  standard 

in  shops  has  been  found  to  be 

better  than  that  in  offices  with  the 

exception  of  the  Banks;  that  there  are 

a few  case 

where  the  standard  of  lighting  appears  to  be  poor,  or  the  lights  badly  placed.  Two 
minor  accidents  in  shops  were  reported:  neither  involved  the  use  of  machinery. 


Factories  Act,  1961 


Number 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Premises 

registered 

inspections 

notices 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

1 

1 

Factories  not  included  in  the  above 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

21 

17 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(including  building  sites) 

5 

5 

27 

23 

— 

— 

— 

There  were  no  cases  calling  for  formal  action. 

Sections  133  and  134  - Outworkers 

Nature  of  Work  Number  of  Outworkers 

Wearing  apparel  1 


Housing 

No  Council  owned  dwellings  were  built  during  the  year.  I am  advised  by  the 
Surveyor's  Department  that  45  private  dwellings  were  built  and  finished  ready  for 
occupation.  Ten  inspections  were  made  under  the  Housing  Acts  in  respect  of  minor 
defects  in  dwellings. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  none  in  the  Urban  District. 

Water  Supply 

No  samples  were  taken  by  this  department  as  the  East  Devon  Water  Board  do 
their  own  sampling  and  chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations.  So  far  as  is 
known  the  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity.  There  was  no  known 
contamination.  All  dwellings  in  the  town  have  a piped  supply  of  water  from  the  Board's 
mains  direct  to  the  houses. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

During  the  year  the  Council's  Contractors,  Messrs.  Ruddock  & Meighan, 
commenced  the  new  sewage  disposal  works  and  the  laying  of  new  sewers  in  Fore 
Street,  Colyford  Road  and  Scalwell  Lane. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  is  under  the  control  of  the  Surveyor  and  proceeds 
satisfactorily. 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 

There  were  73  inspections  of  food  shops  and  catering  establishments.  Informal 
action  was  taken  whenever  necessary. 

The  following  is  a list  of  food  premises  subject  to  the  above  Regulations: 
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Fitted  to 

Fitted  to 

comply 

comply 

with 

Reg.  19 

with 

Type 

Reg.  16 

applies 

Reg.  19 

17  Restaurants  or  Cafes 

30  Food  shops,  including  Chemists' 

16 

17 

17 

shops  

30 

24 

22 

7 Food  kiosks  

5 

5 

5 

5 Hotels  (including  4 hotel  bars) 

5 

5 

5 

1 Holiday  Camp  

1 

1 

1 

2 Public  Houses  

2 

2 

2 

2 Club  Bars  

2 

2 

2 

There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  or  poultry  processing  stations  in  the 
Urban  District. 

Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations,  1966 

There  were  8 recorded  inspections  under  this  heading  and  two  notices  were 
issued  requiring  compliance  with  the  Regulations, 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

There  were  six  occasions  when  unsound  food  was  voluntarily  surrendered. 

Most  of  the  food  was  in  tins,  but  there  were  two  cases  of  decomposing  bacon. 

There  were  22  inspections  under  this  heading.  Four  formal  complaints  of 
unsound  food  were  received  and  suitable  action  taken  in  each  case. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949  - Rodent  Control 

The  rodent  operator  treated  45  premises  and  one  farm  where  rats  were 
discovered:  he  also  carried  out  the  half-yearly  treatment  for  rats  in  sewers. 

It  is  hoped  that  when  the  laying  of  new  sewers  is  complete  the  rat  population  in 
sewers  will  be  much  reduced. 

Infectious  Disease 

There  was  only  one  visit  under  this  heading,  and  this  was  in  respect  of  a 
contact  only. 

Shops  Act,  1950 

There  was  one  visit  only  under  this  heading.  This  Act  is  administered  by  the 
Weights  and  Measures  Department  of  the  County  Council  with  the  exception  of 
Section  51  of  the  Act,  under  which  the  Seaton  Urban  District  Council  have  made 
an  order  permitting  the  sale  of  certain  goods  on  Sundays  during  the  holiday  season. 

Public  Health  Acts,  1936  and  1961  - Sanitary  Conveniences  in  Refreshment  Houses 

Following  a complaint  a survey  was  made  of  the  17  restaurants  and  cafes  in 
the  town.  It  was  found  that  12  premises  were  reasonably  satisfactory  in  the 
provision  of  toilet  facilities  for  customers'  use;  of  the  other  5,  one  had  no  room 
to  install  a toilet;  one  required  another  toilet;  and  in  three  it  would  be  possible 
to  install  such  facilities.  At  the  close  of  the  year  progress  was  being  made  in 
planning  for  suitable  toilet  facilities  in  these  three  cases. 

Petroleum  (Regulation)  Acts,  1928  and  1936 

Twenty-one  inspections  were  made  and  licences  issued  in  respect  of  the  eight 
petrol  filling  stations  in  the  town. 
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Explosives  Act,  1875  - Storage  of  Fireworks  in  Retail  Shops 

Six  shops  were  visited  by  way  of  enquiries  - having  been  on  previous  lists, 
but  only  three  were  found  to  trade  in  fireworks  and  suitable  precautions  were  seen 
to  be  taken. 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order,  1957 

There  are  three  pigkeepers  in  Seaton  who  collect  swill  and  who  come  under  the 
control  of  the  above  Order. 

Statutory  Nuisances 

There  were  12  complaints  received  and  suitable  action  was  taken  to  remedy 
these  nuisances. 

Caravans  and  Camping 

A survey  carried  out  during  the  summer  by  the  Surveyor's  Department  showed 
that  there  were  in  use: 


9 residential  caravans 
94  static  holiday  caravans 
20  tourist  caravans 
5 dormobiles 
10  organised  tents 
205  casual  tents 
690  holiday  chalets 


P.  R.  BRADLEY,  A.  R.  S.  H, 
Public  Health  Inspector. 


